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Drivers of 
Sustainability

• Global, federal, local 
government environmental 
mandates

• Deregulation in Texas

• Rising fuel and energy prices

• Need for conservation of 
natural resources

• Climate Change

• Better building through green 
building technical practices

• Sound business development 
strategies- Green building is 
cost-effective

35% of Green House 
Gases
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Why Dallas Adopted LEED

LEED facilitates positive results for the  
environment, occupant health and 
financial  return
LEED allows a way to:

Measure and compare “green” facilities

Promote whole-building, integrated design processes

Lower life-cycle costs, such as energy and operating costs



Why Dallas Adopted LEED

LEED ENABLES INCREASED EFFICIENCY
AND REDUCED RESOURCE NEEDS
LEED is the most widely used green building rating system in 

the world, and for good reason.

Available for virtually all building, community, and home project 

types, LEED provides a framework to create highly efficient, 

cost saving green buildings. LEED projects must meet a set

of rigorous criteria in a flexible system of prerequisites and 

optional credits that, when combined, set building projects on 

the path to excellence in resource efficiency and overall 

resilience.



Why Dallas Adopted LEED

IN 2003:
The City was prepared to pay initial higher cost in exchange for higher 
return on building maintenance and operation costs

…AND

DALLAS WANTED TO PRACTICE LEADERSHIP 
BY EXAMPLE



Municipal 
Green Building 
Program

• Adopted on January 
22, 2003 – all 
municipal projects 
over 10,000 s.f. to 
be LEED Silver 
Certified

• To date the City of 
Dallas has over 40 
LEED certified 
buildings, including 
2 LEED Platinum 
and 2 LEED EB Silver

LEED Silver Minimum 

Policy



Grauwyler Park Branch Library

Grauwyler Park Branch Library ~ LEED SILVER
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Grauwyler Park Branch Library
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2006 Bond Program Overview

New Library Facilities included in Proposition 4:

Audelia Branch Library

Community Facilities

Sustainable Design & 
Construction



Bachman Branch Library ~ LEED SILVER 

Community Facilities

Sustainable Design & 
Construction



Hampton-Illinois Branch Library ~ LEED GOLD

Community Facilities
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Lochwood Branch Library ~ LEED SILVER

Community Facilities
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Prairie Creek Branch Library ~ LEED PLATINUM

Community Facilities
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Pleasant Grove Branch Library

Community Facilities
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Pleasant Grove Branch Library
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Polk-Wisdom Branch Library

Community Facilities
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White Rock Hills Branch Library

Community Facilities
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Fire Station 10 ~ LEED GOLD

Community Facilities
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Questions

Fire Station 32  ~ LEED GOLD

Community Facilities
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Fire Station 32~ LEED GOLD
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Fire Station 33 ~ LEED SILVER

Community Facilities
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Questions

Community Facilities
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Fire Station 34 

Community Facilities
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Questions

Fire Station 37

Community Facilities
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Fire Station 38 ~ LEED SILVER

Community Facilities

Sustainable Design & 
Construction



Questions

Fire Station 39

Community Facilities
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Fire Station 40 ~ LEED SILVER
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Questions

Fire Station 42  ~ LEED GOLD

Community Facilities
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Fire Station 6~ LEED PLATINUM

Community Facilities
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Fire Station 50 ~ LEED GOLD

Community Facilities
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Fire Station 50 ~ LEED GOLD Community Facilities
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Fire Station 27 ~ LEED GOLD

Community Facilities
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Fire Station 44 ~ LEED GOLD Community Facilities
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Questions

South Central Police Station ~ LEED GOLD

Community Facilities

Sustainable Design & 
Construction



Questions

South Central Police Station

Community Facilities
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Community Facilities
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Highland Hills Branch Library ~ LEED GOLD



Community Facilities

Sustainable Design & 
Construction

Trinity Audubon Center~ LEED GOLD



Community Facilities

Sustainable Design & 
Construction

Northwest Service Center~ LEED GOLD



Community Facilities

Sustainable Design & 
Construction

Moody Performance Hall~ LEED PLATINUM



Community Facilities

Sustainable Design & 
Construction

The Bridge Homeless Assistance Center~ LEED SILVER



Dallas Love Field Terminal Modernization~ LEED SILVER

Community Facilities

Sustainable Design & 
Construction

SIZE: 650,000 SF (NEW); 250,000 SF (RENOVATION))
The project incorporates several innovative environmentally friendly concepts. A new 

modern ticketing hall is used by all airlines. The bag claim hall has been expanded 

to accommodate future demand levels and the main lobby has been renovated and 

expanded. Three existing concourses have been replaced by one single concourse. 

The design maintains the basics for which Love Field is known, passenger 

convenience, operational efficiency and maintainability. (Source: Corgan.com website)



Community Facilities

Sustainable Design & 
Construction

KBH Convention Center Dallas~ LEED SILVER EB+OM



Community Facilities

Sustainable Design & 
Construction

Dallas Museum of Art~ LEED SILVER EB+OM

The DMA LEED Silver certification is based on a number 
of operational and maintenance practices that positively 
impact the project itself and the broader community:
Reduced Mercury in Lamps– A lamp purchasing policy targets 90% of all mercury containing lamps and 

achieves an average of 57% reduction in mercury levels measured in picograms per lumen-hour.

Heat Island Reduction—94% of parking areas are located under cover to minimize impact on 

microclimates, human and wildlife habitat.

Water Performance Measurement—Permanently installed water meters measure the total potable water 

consumption for the entire building and associated grounds to identify opportunities for water savings.

Optimize Energy Efficiency Performance—The building has demonstrated energy efficiency in the 24th 

percentile above the national median reducing environmental and economic impact associated with 

excessive energy use.

Sustainable Purchasing—A sustainable purchasing policy achieves over 97% of purchased products to 

comply with Environmental Preferable Purchasing (EPP) criteria. 

Green Cleaning—A High-Performance Cleaning Program reduces the exposure of building occupants, 

visitors and staff to potentially hazardous contaminants.

Building Exterior and Hardscape Management Plan—The exterior hardscape management plan employs 

environmentally sensitive practices to help preserve surrounding ecological integrity.



Sustainable 
Design & 
Construction

• Over 40 new sustainable city facilities 

• Sustainable approach to existing building 
retrofits 

• Implementation of energy management policy

• Public Works update in 2006 requiring minimum 
of LEED Gold

• Training city employees on sustainability

• Training of contractors on sustainable practices 

Green Building Program



2018 GSA Study

HIGHER EFFICIENCY TRANSLATES TO
DOLLARS SAVED
A 2018 GSA report examined 200 buildings over a three-year 

period and found that compared to legacy buildings, GSA’s 

high-performing buildings show: 23% less energy use, 28% 

less water use, 23% less building operating expenses, and a 

9% decrease in waste generated. Many of the high-performing

buildings in the GSA study are LEED-certified.



the result • Dallas has changed in a significant way

• Dallas will continue to change in the years to 
come

• The collaborative innovations will continue


