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Overview
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• Review current program priorities 

• Discuss priorities to update the City’s proposed legislative 

program for the 89th Texas Legislative Session and the 

119th Congress

• Next steps
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City of Dallas Legislative Process

• Prior to each legislative session, the City Council adopts a 

state and federal legislative agenda outlining official City of 

Dallas positions on various legislative issues.

• Input is sought from the Mayor and City Council, City 

executive leadership, City departments, and external 

organizations.

• The program serves as guiding principles for City elected 

officials, City staff, and the legislative team engaged in 

outreach and policy discussions

• The agenda is communicated to elected offices upon 

adoption.



4

88th Texas Legislature Priorities
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118th Congress City Federal Legislative Priorities



2023 Quality of Life Priorities Adopted
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State

Support legislation that fosters clean and appealing neighborhoods while 

offering recreational, educational, and cultural activities. 

• Increase funding for Dallas parks, trails, and playgrounds (Secured $5 million for 

the Southern Gateway/ HB 1526)

• Increase funding for the Texas Cultural Association’s Cultural District Grant 

Program (Secured $5.0 million in increased formula funding for the Cultural

• District Grant Program)

• Increase funding for the Texas State Library Archives Commission relating to 

technology and digital inclusion (HB 9) 

• Decriminalize fentanyl testing strips (The legislature chose not to advance testing 

strips and instead chose to advance increasing the penalties for those selling fentanyl.)



2023 Quality of Life Priorities Adopted
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Federal

Support legislation that fosters clean and appealing neighborhoods 

while offering recreational, educational, and cultural activities. 

• Increase funding for Dallas parks, trails, and playgrounds

• Decriminalize fentanyl testing strips



2023 Quality of Life Priorities Adopted
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Federal – What We’re Doing

• White Rock Lake Authorization 

• White Rock Lake Community Project Funding 

• Urban Forest Tree Inventory Community Project Funding (FY23)

• Supporting comprehensive mental health and substance abuse 

legislation 

• Supporting maximum funding for nutrition programs in Farm Bill 

• Pursuing all applicable IIJA and IRA grant opportunities and tax 

incentives 

• Tracking IRS implementation of IRA tax incentives 



Proposed Quality of Life Priorities 
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Proposed Legislative Item State/Federal

Address restrictions and regulations of public library books State

Increase Medication Assisted Treatment for opioid addiction in minority areas, particularly 

South Dallas and Southern Dallas County

State

Increase funding for the Texas Cultural Association’s Culture District Program State

Increase funding for the Texas State Library Archives Commission relating to technology and 

digital inclusion

State

Ensure proper physical and mental healthcare for all residents of Dallas State

Increase per-patient reimbursement for state-funded treatment to make sober/supportive 

housing an eligible expense for state reimbursement

State

Seek funding mechanisms to support the 2025 FIFA tournament State

Seek more funding for mental health resources and treatment Both

Decriminalize the use of fentanyl testing strips Both 



Key Dates and Next Steps
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• December 11, 3 p.m. – Ad Hoc Legislative Committee

• December 15 – Due date for legislative priorities

• January 8, 2024 – Ad Hoc Legislative Committee meeting 
to review all legislative priorities submitted by each 
committee

• January 24 – Soonest date for City Council to consider 
adoption of program (not currently scheduled)

• Communications and outreach to key stakeholders
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