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Completed in 1977
thanks to the
Investment and
support of over 400
of Dallas’ most
Influential citizens,
businesses and
Institutions.



The Glory
Window

Created by
Gabriel Loire
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Thanks-Giving Square Hosted 205,300 Visits from Oct 1,2023 through Sept 28, 2024



THE BIG IDEA: To establish Thanks-Giving Square at the center of a movement to
define a new cultural ideal for Dallas and give each of us a noble role in pursuing it.

Thanks-Giving Square sits at the center of Dallas’ cultural life, serves as a civic and cultural backbone, and Advocates for a Purposeful
Approach to a Profoundly Caring Community. We endeavor to bend our culture toward overcoming five big social challenges...

1) Broaden the circle of care - We need to extend our circle of care beyond family and friends to embrace the entire community and
take an interest in improving the quality of life of all those therein.

2) Connect with civility - We need to know each other and build relationships based on mutual respect so that we are able to
transcend disagreements with civility.

3) Embrace differences - We need to embrace a pluralistic culture rather than a dominant or blended culture and empower all among
us to express his or her individuality.

4) Champion socioeconomic mobility - We need to heal the class and economic divide and adopt an ethos whereby every person
within our community has a genuine opportunity and a viable pathway to thrive and flourish.

5) Celebrate virtue and goodwill - We need to nourish our shared moral and spiritual hunger and awaken a resurgence of goodness for
our personal wellbeing and that of the community.



July 8,2016
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SERVING UP

1O

GRATITUDE



Breaking Bread, Building Bridges
Nov 16,2021
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COMMUNITY BUILDING

Celebrate Virtue

We are working to forge a partnership with DISD to
provide Celebrate Virtue posters for classrooms in the
DISD system. We will be launching a test at four
elementaries and one middle school in the near future.
We hope to generate education and conversation
around virtue and character building for young people,
but also endeavor to reach the broader community as
well.




DALLAS KINDNESS WEEK-NOVEMBER 9 -15,2025
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Thanks-Giving Cultural District
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ThankS'GiVing CUIturaI DiStriCt Thirty-foot tall sculptures created in

collaboration with Brad Oldham Sculptures
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Thanks-Giving District as Dallas’ Downtown Hub
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Thanks-Giving District as Dallas’ Downtown Hub

e The city of Dallas and the North Central Texas Council of Governments
(NCTCOG) coordinates on funding partnership for new projects in addition
to refinements to existing projects

e Staff from The Thanks-Giving Foundation, City and NCTCOG discussed this
project’s concept, its impact on walkability, connectivity and alignment
with existing plans

 On Feb 8, 2024, NCTCOG’s RTC action included funding for this project in
the amount of S10M provided the Thanks-Giving Foundation generates
S20M in private funds

* In order to understand the potential scope of infrastructure improvements
related to this project, NCTCOG is advancing S500K for preliminary
engineering work



Thanks-Giving District
“Once in the Life of a Great City Opportunity”

The Case for Support of The Thanks-Giving District

Rising downtown property values generate increased property taxes (see Klyde Warren Park, AT&T Discovery District)
Increased downtown tourism drives sales to downtown businesses and increased sales tax to COD

Increased downtown tourism drives hotel nights and Hotel Occupancy Tax to COD and others

Alignment with Downtown Dallas 360 Plan

Downtown Dallas becomes more “walkable” and therefore more desirable

Downtown Dallas attractions become more “connected” and therefore more desirable

Improved quality-of-life for downtown residents and workers

Increased prosperity attracts new businesses (hotels, restaurants, retail, grocery, etc)

Renewal of downtown infrastructure as part of project

Theme of welcoming, belonging and gratitude positively impact the culture (and quality-of-life) of Dallas

Theme of welcoming, belonging and gratitude positively impacts the image of Dallas, driving new visitors, residents and
businesses.

The “ASK”

We are requesting that City Council and other city leadership offer a loud, enthusiastic and public endorsement of the
project to create The Thanks-Giving District at and around Thanks-Giving Square



Value Creation Via
Investment in Parks

According to HR&A advisors in their February
2016 Economic Value and Benchmarking
Study, Dallas Parks on average returna 7:1
return on public investment as a result of
increased property valuations (~51%), tourism
(~45%) and environmental benefit (~4%).
They go on to say that the S110mm investment
in Klyde Warren Park (50% from private
sources) resulted in over $900mm in park-
oriented development...almost 9:1on the real
estate portion alone before considering the
impact on tourism and environmental benefits!



Kyle Ogden, President & CEO
The Thanks-Giving Foundation
1627 Pacific Ave.

Dallas, TX 75201
kogden@thanksgiving.org
214.755.1900



Thanks-Giving District
Appendix to Presentation



Endorsements

From Alheli Garza on behalf of Mayor Eric Johnson on 11/9/23
Hi Kyle:

The approved quote from Mayor Johnson is below:

“Thanks-Giving Square is a remarkable asset for the City of Dallas that needs to be celebrated and
extended out beyond the walls and into our city to encourage gratitude and goodwill. The new
Thanks-Giving District will be a fabulous addition to downtown Dallas, and | am excited about how
this place of belonging and inclusion will bring the people of Dallas together.”

Thank you,
Alheli

From Councilmember Jaynie Schultz on July 9, 2024

“Central to the physical and spiritual core of our city is Thanksgiving Square. This special place
brings together people from every perspective and practice, moving all of us forward in the right
direction - the way of gratitude and kindness. Having a district dedicated to this practice will
exponentially enhance our city. The ripple effect of this expanded place will project farther than
we can imagine.”

From Max Sanchez on behalf of Councilmember Paul Ridley on July 10, 2024
“As the District 14 Councilman representing Thanksgiving Square, | am thrilled to welcome the

new Thanksgiving District to Downtown Dallas. This addition will provide an exciting space for all
downtown residents and visitors to enjoy.”
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Philip Johnson’s Iconic
Architecture

1973 - Groundbreaking

1976 - Thanks-Giving Chapel
opened in the year of the Bi-
Centennial

1977 - Thanks-Giving Square
opened



Great Falls, Grove among five water features
(Philip Johnson’s loved water features;
also design the Fort Worth Water Gardens)



Bell Tower
&
Golden
Rule
Mosaic




Mural Installed
November, 2023

LOVE
PEOPLE

Created by Boston
artist Alex Cook



TubaChristmas - Thanks-Giving Square



Longstanding Programs

Interfaith Councill
e Group meetings and
volunteer work
e National Day of Prayer
Luncheon
¢ Festival of Faiths/Festival
of Thanks-Giving
e Interfaith Thanksgiving
Service
¢ Faiths In Conversation
e Faith Times
Faith Forward Dallas






ohony Center




COMMUNITY
BUILDING

CAN WE STILL BE
FRIENDS?

We are providing free yard signs
to community members that wish
to confront incivility in their
neighborhoods. The signs are
distributed at area churches,
synagogues and mosques.




COMMUNITY BUILDING

JOIN or DIE

In partnership with the Dallas Morning News, we are
screening at multiple locations across the community
the documentary “JOIN or DIE”, which is based on the
work of Dr Robert Putnam, author of the seminal book
“Bowling Alone”. This work establishes social capital as
the key to a flourishing diverse democracy and tracks
its decline over the last 60 years. Dr Putnam’s follow-
up book, “The Upswing”, encourages us to exercise our
agency to reverse the negative trend.
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