
December 11, 2024 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council approves a list of legislative priorities, which serve a public 
purpose; 
And 
 
WHEREAS, each fiscal year funds are set aside for councilmember legislative travel; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the city adopted a policy for use of legislative travel funds on September 13, 
2006, by Resolution No. 06-2446; and 
 
WHEREAS, to use the legislative travel funds, Resolution No. 06-2446 requires a 
councilmember to: (I) receive approval from the chair of the Legislative Ad Hoc 
Committee, the mayor, or the city manager; (2) pursue items on the council approved list 
of legislative priorities; and (3) not use legislative travel funds to travel to the annual Texas 
Municipal League meeting or national meetings of the U.S. Conference of Mayors and 
the National League of Cities; and 
 
WHEREAS, this policy has not been updated since it was approved in 2006; and 
 
WHEREAS, the city council desires to amend this policy to more efficiently and 
effectively allow councilmembers to participate in the city's state and federal legislative 
priorities by traveling to Austin and Washington, D.C. to speak on behalf of, or testify at 
committees about the City of Dallas' Legislative Program. 
 
Now, Therefore, 
 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DALLAS: 
 
SECTION 1. That Resolution No. 06-2446 is amended to read as follows: 
 
"SECTION 1. That this policy is adopted for the public purpose use of travel funds set 
aside for 
the city's adopted state and federal legislative programs (Legislative Program). 
 
SECTION 2. That a councilmember may use legislative travel funds and resources upon 
a showing that all of the following requirements are met: 
 

(1)     the legislative priority for which the use of travel funds is requested is included 
in the Legislative Program; 

  



October 23, 2024 
 
SECTION 2. (continued) 
 

(2)     the councilmember has a city related-legislative purpose (for purposes of this 
paragraph, a councilmember has a city-related legislative purpose if the 
councilmember (a) is a chair or member of the committee under which the 
legislative priority is categorized. or (b) has registered the councilmember's interest 
in the specific legislative priority on the list maintained by the legislative director or 
their designee approved by resolution of the city council); 

 
(3)     if the councilmember is making public comments, testifying before a committee, 

or meeting with a state or federal official, the public comments, testimony, or talking 
points must be supportive of the legislative priority listed on the Legislative 
Program, and are approved by the legislative director or their designee, and may 
not be revised after approval; 

 
(4)     the councilmember has notified the chair of the Ad Hoc Legislative Committee 

in writing via email at least 12 hours before traveling to either Austin or Washington 
D.C. for a city-related legislative purpose; 

 
     (5)    the travel funds alleviate the cost of traveling to represent the city for a city related 

legislative purpose; and 

 

     (6)     the travel costs must be reasonable [funds must be used to pursue items on 

the Dallas City Council approved federal or state legislative programs or a matter set forth 

in a written request from the City Attorney or City Manager to the Chair of the Legislative 

Ad Hoe Committee or the Mayor]. 

 

SECTION 3. That if the requirements in Section 2 are met, city staff located in Austin or 
Washington D.C. may provide support to the councilmember traveling to that city for a 
city-related legislative purpose. [That prior approval will be obtained for the use of travel 
funds by the legislative Ad Hoe Committee, if time permits, or by one of the following three 
individuals: the Chair of the Legislative Ad Hoe Committee; the Mayor; the City Manager.] 
 
SECTION 4. To use legislative travel funds, a councilmember must file the required 
documents, invoices, or statements on a form provided by the city with the legislative 
director or their designee either before traveling to or within one week after returning from 
Austin or Washington D.C. [That these funds shall not be used for travel to the annual 
Texas Municipal League meeting or national meetings of the U.S. Conference of Mayors 
and the National League of Cities.] 
 
SECTION 5. That this resolution shall take effect immediately from and after its passage 
in accordance with the provisions of the Charter of the City of Dallas and it is accordingly 
so resolved." 


