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Provide an overview of the Urban Design 
Peer Review (UDPR) program

Purpose
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• History
• Background
• Objective
• Which projects require review?
• Process
• UDPR Panel
• Overview and Sample Projects
• Opportunities and What’s Next?
• Questions

Overview of the UDPR Program
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History

• CityDesign Studio created October 2009 with a $2 
million grant from Deedie and Rusty Rose through the 
Trinity Trust Foundation

• 5-year Public-Private Partnership until 2014
• Stated Purpose:

• Elevate design consciousness and      
culture of Dallas

• Balance social, economic, 
environmental, and sustainability 
design

• Enhance livability for all Dallas residents
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History



Background

• Prior Urban Design review focus in some TIF District 
Boards, but review was not consistent across TIF Boards 
and often design recommendations based on 
preferences

• Urban Design Peer Review (UDPR) created in 2012 in 
partnership with Office of Economic Development

• Modeled after Vancouver’s UDPR program
• Advisory role [non-regulatory] to TIF district Board and 

augments staff review 
• First projects reviewed January 2013
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Background

• Advice and recommendations based on 
adopted City policies
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Background

• Advice and recommendations based 
on Urban Design Guidelines for projects 
located in TIF Districts

• Focus on universally accepted best 
practices for high quality urban design 
(public realm, building placement, 
materials, orientation, streetscape, 
multi-modal, open space/park/plaza, 
connections)

• Does not focus on architectural style
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Objective 

• To provide timely, consistent, and effective urban 
design advice for applicable and/or identified 
projects

Deep Ellum
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Objective 

• Ensure goals of City policies are met within the context 
of urban design

• Ensure new buildings and public spaces demonstrate a 
higher quality of urban design

Deep Ellum
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Objective 

• Support creative urban design responses
• Broaden public discussion about urban design
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Which Projects Require Review? 
• Private real estate development 

projects in TIF districts applying to the 
Office of Economic Development for 
negotiated development incentives 
(if project not in a TIF district, OED 
Director may still require) 

• City projects within existing or previous 
TIF districts or area plans at the 
discretion of City Management

• Projects at the applicant’s request 
(voluntary)

• Other projects designated by City 
Manager or PDV, OED, HOU Directors 
with approval of the City Manager Pittman Hotel
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Process
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Panel Composition, Selection, and Terms 

• Comprised of no less than 9 members with at least 4 
architects, 2 landscape architects, one planner, and 
2 engineers

• Each member shall have demonstrated expertise in 
physical planning, urban design, and high-quality 
built environments

• Selected from a qualified pool of professional 
candidates and approved by the City Manager

• Panel members may serve a maximum of four 2-year 
terms
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Past and Current Panel Members
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UDPR Panel Meetings
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Overview of Projects Reviewed 2013-15
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Overview of Projects Reviewed 2013-15
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Overview of Projects Reviewed 2013-24
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Sample of Projects Reviewed

Victory

Cliff View 

The Statler

West End Marketplace

Farmers Market

Lakeridge

South Side Flats

1601 Elm

Liberty State 
Bank
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Sample of Projects Reviewed

Cliff View

Mid Elm LoftsDeep Ellum

Victory

East Dock

Deep Ellum
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Sample of Projects Reviewed
RedBird

Bishop Arts Station

The Hill

Bishop Arts Mixed Use Valley View Galleria

Old Dallas High School

West End Square Lofts
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Sample of Projects Reviewed

RedBird

Cabana Hotel

Hillcrest Village

Pittman Hotel

Harry Hines Blvd
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Sample of Projects Reviewed
Katy Trail Connector

Harwood Park

D2 Subway Station Magnolia Hotel The Stack
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Opportunities and What’s Next?

• Key City Capital projects
• Significant developments in key areas
• Review upcoming Development Code 

update
• Any project can be brought in voluntarily
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Questions?
https://dallascityhall.com/departments/pnv/Pages/urban-design-peer-review-panel.aspx

Bishop Arts Station

The Statler
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