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Purpose
PURPOSE
The vast number of resources dedicated to planning 
enhancements at White Rock Lake provide multiple different 
guidelines, some of which have become obsolete as new 
construction technologies and additional park users have 
expanded the functions of the park. 

The 2025 White Rock Lake Master Plan Design Guidelines 
conducts a comprehensive analysis of previous studies, master 
plans, and design guidelines. The goal is to provide 
recommendations for enhancements within a Master Plan 
based on community feedback, previous study 
recommendations, as well as stakeholder and consultant input.
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Stakeholder Feedback
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Stakeholder Feedback – Common Themes

Security + Safety
Access was important for trail users and park 
maintenance staff alike. Staff recommended  
controlled access points for specific parking areas, 
while trail users recommended additional lighting, 
visibility measures, and rest stops.

Preservation + Restoration
White Rock Lake’s vistas and natural ecologies 
were important to multiple user groups. 
Preservation of the prairie and natural areas, 
protection of habitat for urban wildlife, and 
specific studies of the existing ecological 
functions were recommendations we heard.

Maintenance + Lake Edge Control
Attendees were concerned with lake maintenance 
and the condition of the lake’s shoreline. Park Users 
recommended dredging feasibility studies, lake edge 
restoration, and pollution control measures.



Stewardship of White Rock Lake Park
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How to Use This Plan



White Rock Lake Park
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White Rock Lake Park

2016 – Prairie Remnant Assessment

12



1994 WRL Park Design Guidelines 
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2024 WRL Park Preliminary Master Plan

Opportunities:
Recommendations based on previous planning studies, current 
community input, staff interviews, and site review.

Design Influences:

Unique Characteristics:
Site specific characteristics to account for when further defining 
detailed design responses.

Recreational Assets:
Existing Park assets supportive to the master plan vision that should 
be maintained and improved.

Surrounding Influences:
Adjacencies to specific areas that should be taken into 
consideration when improving specific park assets.

Goal:
Provide a conceptual framework to guide future 
improvements within White Rock Lake Park.
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2024 WRL Park Master Plan



Boy Scout Hill
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Nautical Area



Winfrey Point
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Garland Road



T & P Hill



Big Ideas – Garland Road



Big Ideas – Pump House Trail



Design Guidelines - Trails



Design Guidelines - Parking



Design Guidelines - Parking



Design Guidelines - Stonework



Design Guidelines – Site Furniture



Next Steps

• Internal Department Review

• White Rock Lake Task Force - Sub-Committee for the White Rock Lake Master Plan 

• Park Board Adoption
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