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DATE May 22,2025 CITY OF DALLAS
1o Parks, Trails, and the Environment Committee Members

susiect Trust for Public Land’s ParkScore

The Trust for Public Land’s ParkScore Index is a national comparison of park systems
across the 100 most populated cities in the United States. The ParkScore looks at five
categories that reflect an excellent city park system: Acreage, Access, Investment,
Amenities, and Equity.

We are proud to report that Dallas has once again made improvements on the ParkScore
ranking as well as increased the percentage of residents who live within a 10-minute walk
to a park.

Dallas ranks 34t out of the 100 most populous cities in the United States, up from 38" in
2024, making this the 5™ straight year of score improvement. 81% of Dallas residents live
within a 10-minute walk to a park, 5 points better than the national median, and tying us
with Plano for the top score in the state.

Attached you will find the detailed report on the City’s ParkScore which will provide more
detailed information on City’s performance in each category and how it contributed to the
overall score. While we are thrilled with our collective success to date, we will continue to
look for opportunities to improve in all areas that contribute to a park system that benefits
residents and visitors alike and helps to make Dallas a premier city to live, work, and play.

Please contact Ryan O’'Connor on 214-670-4124 if you have any questions.

Thank you,

John DY Jenkins, Director
Park and Recreation Department

Service First, Now!”
Connect — Collaborate — Communicate
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The ParkScore index is a national comparison of park systems across the 100 most populated cities in the United
States. Published annually, the index measures park systems according to five categories reflective of an excellent city
park system: access, investment, amenities, acreage, and equity. While the rankings provide fodder for friendly
competition, the goal each year of publishing the index is to help leaders advocate for needed park resources and
provide relevant data to inform local park improvement efforts. To facilitate a fair comparison across cities, the index
aggregates across all public and private organizations supporting parks in each city.

This year, Dallas received a score of 61.2 points out of 100 based on an average of the five categories. There are 15
measures across these categories, with points awarded based on how Dallas compares to the other 99 cities for that
particular measure.

Acreage

The acreage score indicates the relative abundance of large ‘destination’ parks, which include large
62 natural areas that provide critical mental health as well as climate and conservation benefits. There are
out of 100 two components to the acreage score. Of these, Dallas scores about average on the percentage of the

points

city’'s overall area that is dedicated to parkland (53 out of 100 points), and above average on median
park size (70 out of 100 points).

Access

73 The access score indicates the percentage of a city’s residents that live within a walkable half-mile of a
park - the average distance that most people are willing to walk to reach a destination. With 81% of its

ou;;i:fo population living this close to a park, Dallas scores above average in this category.
Investment

50 The investment score indicates the relative financial health of a city’s park system, which is essential to
ensuring the park system is maintained at a high level. This value aggregates park and recreation

out of spending across all agencies and organizations within the city, including monetized volunteer hours.

el In Dallas, a total of $155 per capita is spent each year on publicly accessible parks and recreation,

about average for this category.

Amenities

The amenities score indicates the relative abundance of park activities popular among a diverse
selection of user groups (kids, teenagers, adults, seniors). Overall for this category, Dallas scores
about average, though it varies by amenity: basketball hoops (100 points out of 100), sport fields and
diamonds (28 points), dog parks (16 points), playgrounds (45 points), senior and rec centers (35
points), permanent restrooms (23 points), and splashpads (41 points).

Equity

The equity score indicates the fairness in the distribution of parks and park space between
7 6 neighborhoods by race and income. This category is an average of two types of metrics. On the first
out of set of measures, Dallas scores above average: 73 out of 100 points for people of color living within a

100 points

10-minute walk of a park and 69 points for low-income households. The second set of measures
compare the distribution of park space. In Dallas, residents living in neighborhoods of color have
access to 32% more nearby park space than those living in white neighborhoods (100 points out of 100). Residents
living in lower-income neighborhoods have access to 16% less nearby park space than those in higher-income
neighborhoods (63 points out of 100).

For additional information on the scoring methodology, please visit www.tpl.org/parkscore/about
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Values for Dallas, TX: Value needed for:
City-wide City-wide  City-wide
total ‘per capita’ score* 1 pt 100 pts
Acreage (62 Points)
P.arkland as a percentage of 23,440 1 1,0% 5'3 259, 18.6%
City area acres of city area points
Median Park Size /8 /-8 7,0 .58 11
acres acres pomts
Access (73 Points)
Percen.t of populatlon within a 10-minute walk of a 81% 7'3 28% 100%
park with public access points
Equity (76 Points)
Percent of people of color within a 10-minute walk 81% 73 28% 100%
of a park points
Pgrcent of low-income households within a 10- 799% 6'9 329% 100%
minute walk of a park points
Residents in neighborhoods of color have o 100 89% 25%
. : . 32% more ;
park space as those in white neighborhoods points less more
Low-income neighborhoods have park 16% less 63 85% 25%
space as those in high-income neighborhoods ° points less more
Investment (50 Points)
Annual park investment $203,249 302 $155 50 $44 $266
(three-year average) ! ! per resident points
Amenities (45 Points)
7.36
Basketball hoops h967 per 10,000 100 .63 7.29
oops residents points
2.19
. 288 28
Sport fields fiolds/diamonds  Per 10,000 points .96 5.39
residents
Dog parks per 100,000 . .32 2.62
dog parks residents points
11.87
Playgrounds p/ay:;ilnds per 10,000 pj.?ts 2.78 23.16
children
0.64
Senior/Rec centers 42 per 20,000 3.5 17 1.52
centers residents points
0.97
Restrooms 127 per 10,000 2.3 .30 3.18
restrooms residents points
5.30
Splashpads 17 per 100,000 4.1 .35 12.43
splashpads children points

*For each of the 15 measures, cities are scored on a 1-100 scale (100 is the highest) relative to the other 99 cities. To adjust for outliers, 100 points is
awarded for any city that has more than double the national median for that measure. The amenity average excludes the lowest scoring amenity.
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Priority areas for new parks Cemetery

2 O 2 5 P a rkS CO re ® i n d eX : A c c e S s (o-utside of 10-minute walk service areas of parks with public access) University
Very high priority

DALLAS, TEXAS [ High priority [ Military
’ Moderate priority Industrial
The Access category of the ParkScore® index awards points based on the percentage of the population The six metrics on which the prioritization is based: [ Park with public access .
within a 10-minute walk of a public park. This analysis is provided via the ParkServe® mapping « Population density* . Vacant zero population area
application, which identifies the population living within a 10-minute walk of a park by creatin opulation density ithi ~ Other park or open space .
PP T A pop B g " 8 p ‘y 'g « Density of low income households (households with income less than 75% of the urban area =+ City boundary
dynamic 1/2-mile service areas (10-minute walking distance) for all public parks. In this analysis, median income; less than $59,000 in Dallas)* 10-minute walk (half-mile) service area of
service areas use the street network to determine walkable distance (streets such as highways, « Density of people of color* park with public access = County boundary
freeways, and interstates are considered barriers). « Community health (a combined index based on the rate of poor mental health and low physical
activity from the 2024 CDC PLACES census tract dataset) Special thanks to the following data providers: Dallas, Esri, OSM, CDC, EPA. Information on this map is

: f ithi i i  Urban heat islands (surface temperature at least 1.25 degrees greater than city mean surface
I 1% of thi h 1 k of k. Al hi A Lo
n Dallas, 8 of the population lives within a 10-minute walk of a park. Among the remaining temperature from Trust for Public Land, based on Landsat 8 satellite imagery)

254,048 people without access to a nearby park, Trust for Public Land suggests where to prioritize the « Pollution burden (air toxics respiratory hazard index from 2024 EPA ElScreen) 15, 2025. Trust for Public Land and Trust for Public Land logo are federally
development of new parks to reduce this gap. This prioritization is based on a comprehensive index of registered marks of Trust for Public Land. Copyright © 2025 Trust for Public Land.
six equally-weighted demographic and environmental metrics. *Derived from 2024 forecast census block points produced by Esri. www.tpl.org

provided for purposes of discussion and visualization only. Map created by Trust for Public Land on April
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=] Block Group with higher % of people of color

2025 ParkScore" index: Equity

DALLAS, TEXAS

The Equity category of the ParkScore® index awards points in part based on the difference in nearby
park space between neighborhoods in a city:

+On a per person basis, ratio of nearby public park space between communities of color and white
communities

+On a per person basis, ratio of nearby public park space between low-income communities and
high-income communities

Nearby park space per person effectively measures the available park space within a 10-minute walk
of a micro-neighborhood, identified by the set of block groups containing the 20% of the city
population with the highest concentrations of people of color or white population and high-income
or low-income households. Households with income less than 75% of city median income (less than

ock Group with higher % white population
7] Block G h higher % whi I

Income
21 Block Group with higher % of low-income households

!
Je
A
\
" “\‘
Iy
BE
5
F\—/ s
: )

i
%
~\.x\~—*~4
-

74 1 i

¢
= s
e
LY
7 " ~\.;‘w
< LN

F

/

NN

3

3

2] Block Group with higher % of high-income households
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$59,000 in Dallas) are considered low-income; households with income greater than 125% of city
median income (greater than $99,000 in Dallas) are high-income.

In Dallas, neighborhoods of color have 32% more park space than white neighborhoods, and low-
income neighborhoods have 16% less than high-income neighborhoods.

The metrics for people of color reflect each of the Census-designated race/ethnicity groups: Black,
Hispanic, and Indigenous and Native American, Asian Americans, Pacific Islanders, multiple races, and
other communities of color.

Demographic profiles are derived from 2024 forecast census block points provided by Esri.

5 Park with public access

Other park or open space

Cemetery

University
[ Military

Industrial

Vacant zero population area

z

3 Miles A

= = (City boundary
=== County boundary

Park acres per person
Very high
High
Moderate
Low

Very low

Special thanks to the following data providers: Dallas, Esri, OSM, CDC, EPA. Information on this map is
provided for purposes of discussion and visualization only. Map created by Trust for Public Land on April
15, 2025. Trust for Public Land and Trust for Public Land logo are federally
registered marks of Trust for Public Land. Copyright © 2025 Trust for Public Land.

www.tpl.org



Amenities

Final Data, 2025 ParkScore Index

These seven amenities were chosen because because they represent a diverse selection of user groups (kids, teenagers, adults, seniors), and are able to be accurately and fairly compared across all agencies.
Amenities are scored on a per capita basis and the totals shown for basketball hoops and playgrounds include those at joint-use schoolyards.

NEW for 2025: Playgrounds and splashpads will be compared on a 'per children' basis, instead of total population.
NEW for 2025: Fields & Diamonds are added as a seventh amenity for the category; the ParkScore Amenity category will average each city's top 6 amenities (based on their points value, calculated separately)

Basketball hoops ~ Dog parks Playgrounds Senior/Rec Centers  Restrooms Splashpads Fields & Diamonds
per 10,000 population per 100,000 population per 10,000 population per 20,000 population per 10,000 population per 100,000 population  per 100,000 population
Agency Name 24 25 24 25 24 25 24 25 24 25 24 25 24 25
Dallas Park and Recreation Department 638 967 9 9 263 381 42 42 162 127 17 17 288 288
Total - Dallas, TX 638 967 9 9 263 381 42 42 162 127 17 17 288 288
Per Capita 4.88 7.36 0.69 0.69 2.01 2.90 0.64 0.64 1.24 0.97 1.30 1.29 2.20 2.19
11.87 5.30

Per Capita (Children)



Investment
Final Data, 2025 ParkScore Index

The Investment measure aggregates both spending and monetized volunteer hours across all organizations maintaining parks in a city.

The measure is averaged over three years (FY22, FY23, FY24) to account for inherent fluctuations in capital expenditures.

Total Investment (including monetized volunteer hours) Three-Year Avg

Agency Name FY21 FY22 FY23 FY24 FY22, 23,24

Circuit Trail Conservancy DBA The Loop Dallas 5,985,687 1,293,305 3,103,583 2,086,609 2,161,166
Dallas Park and Recreation Department 138,927,780 139,908,908 151,706,253 179,504,043 157,039,733
Dallas Parks Foundation 378,807 NULL 415,451 415,451 276,967
Downtown Dallas Inc NULL NULL 358 NULL 119
Fair Park First 10,858,224 11,147,544 20,569,653 19,665,961 17,127,719
Friends of Fair Park 277,393 220,552 97,716 85,772 134,680
Friends of the Katy Trail 881,794 881,794 1,031,798 1,505,429 1,139,674
Groundwork Dallas 675,202 706,621 881,219 881,219 823,020
Parks for Downtown Dallas 7,626,430 7,078,720 10,755,047 7,955,070 8,596,279
Texas Trees Foundation 1,889,795 1,889,795 3,575,691 5,236,489 3,567,325
Turtle Creek Conservancy 832,478 1,136,884 1,139,409 1,310,274 1,195,522
Uptown Dallas Inc 2,053,656 2,426,708 1,129,416 496,173 1,350,766
Woodall Rogers Park Foundation (Klyde Warren Park) 5,409,251 15,470,228 6,703,219 7,335,546 9,836,331
Total - Dallas, TX 175,796,497 182,161,059 201,108,813 226,478,036 203,249,302
Per Capita $128.54 $137.94 $153.78 $172.42 $154.71
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