


Why Are We Here?
We are requesting that City of Dallas leadership offer a loud, enthusiastic 
and public endorsement of the project to create The Thanks-Giving District 
at and around Thanks-Giving Square.

• Know: The Significance of Thanks-Giving Square for Dallas’s past, 
present & future

• Feel: Inspired by the role gratitude, kindness and civility play in our city
• Do: Support the Thanks-Giving Square in its future aspirations to ensure 

Dallas is a connected and thriving city



Past



Rich History 
& 
Significance
• Launched in 1964
• Opened in 1977
• Stemmed from Goals 

for Dallas
• Post-JFK assassination



An Architectural Treasure

Star architect Philip 
Johnson designed the 
Square

The Glory Window 
created by Gabriel Loire

The Bell Tower The Golden Rule Mosaic



Present
Mural by Alex Cook



What We Do:
Thanks-Giving Square stands at the heart of Dallas’ cultural and civic life, 
fostering a community built on gratitude, connection, and shared purpose. 
Committed to shaping a more caring and inclusive society, we strive to 
address five key social challenges—
1. Expanding our circle of care
2. Fostering civility 
3. Embracing differences
4. Championing socioeconomic mobility
5. Celebrating virtue and goodwill
Through this mission, we aim to inspire a movement that defines a new 
cultural ideal for Dallas and gives each of us a noble role in achieving it.



A Place for 
Connection
• Year-round programming and initiatives 

designed to foster connections and 
advance shared virtues among diverse 
audiences

• Interfaith Council
• Group meetings and volunteer work
• National Day of Prayer Luncheon
• Festival of Faiths/Festival of Thanks-Giving
• Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
• Faiths In Conversation
• Faith Times

• Faith Forward Dallas



A Place For Healing

Israelis and Palestinian 
leaders discussed the 
conflict 

Breaking Bread Building 
Bridges brought together 
formerly incarcerated 
youth and DPD officers 
for important 
conversations

Citizens and interfaith 
leaders mourned violence 
against LGBTQ+ 
communities 

Dallas Leaders held an 
interfaith prayer after July 7



A Place for Celebration

Many faith and cultural celebrations Annual Traditions, like Tuba Christmas



A Place For Gratitude
Untapped Potential: 205,000 annual visitors/year, a foundation for a world-class district that can attract even 
more tourists, residents, and businesses



Future
The Thanks-Giving District will be the center of a movement to define a new cultural ideal for Dallas.

In contrast with a museum that looks backwards at history, this initiative focuses on crafting a better future.



The Thanks-Giving 
District: A Bold 
Vision for Dallas
The Thanks-Giving District will 
transform Dallas from the nation’s “Can 
Do City” to a “Can Be Community”—a 
walkable, dynamic space centered on 
welcoming, belonging, and gratitude. 
Anchored by the world’s first 
Humanitarium, it will inspire individuals 
to be their best selves, shaping a future 
of purpose, connection, and civic 
renewal in Dallas and beyond.



A Case for Success

• Enhance well-being for Dallas citizens and visitors
• Increase property, sales, and hotel occupancy tax revenue
• Create a more walkable downtown
• Improve the quality of life for downtown residents
• Attract new visitors, residents, and businesses
• Upgrade downtown infrastructure



Thanks-Giving Cultural District
Kyle Ogden, President & CEO > kogden@thanksgiving.org



Kyle Ogden, President & CEO > kogden@thanksgiving.org

Thanks-Giving Cultural District
belonging welcoming grateful

Thirty-foot tall sculptures created in 
collaboration with Brad Oldham Sculptures



Thanks-Giving Cultural District
Kyle Ogden, President & CEO > kogden@thanksgiving.org



Thanks-Giving Cultural District
Kyle Ogden, President & CEO > kogden@thanksgiving.org



Thanks-Giving Cultural District
Kyle Ogden, President & CEO > kogden@thanksgiving.org



Thanks-Giving Cultural District
Kyle Ogden, President & CEO > kogden@thanksgiving.org



Thanks-Giving Cultural District
Kyle Ogden, President & CEO > kogden@thanksgiving.org



Thanks-Giving Cultural District
Kyle Ogden, President & CEO > kogden@thanksgiving.org



Thanks-Giving Cultural District
Kyle Ogden, President & CEO > kogden@thanksgiving.org



Thanks-Giving Cultural District
Kyle Ogden, President & CEO > kogden@thanksgiving.org



Thanks-Giving Cultural District
Kyle Ogden, President & CEO > kogden@thanksgiving.org



Thanks-Giving Cultural District
Kyle Ogden, President & CEO > kogden@thanksgiving.org



Thanks-Giving Cultural District
Kyle Ogden, President & CEO > kogden@thanksgiving.org



Thanks-Giving District as Dallas’ Downtown Hub

Klyde 
Warren 

Park

Farmer’s 
Market

Dallas Arts 
District

Thanks-Giving 
Square & 
District

West End 
District

AT&T 
Discovery 

Zone

Dallas
Convention 

Center

Public 
Parking

Thanks-Giving 
District  

Dart Station

Kyle Ogden, President & CEO > kogden@thanksgiving.org



Thanks-Giving District as Dallas’ Downtown Hub

Kyle Ogden, President & CEO > kogden@thanksgiving.org



A Public, Private Partnership
• On Feb 8, 2024, NCTCOG’s RTC action included funding for this 

project in the amount of $10M provided the Thanks-Giving Foundation 
generates a 2:1 match.

• In order to understand the potential scope of infrastructure 
improvements related to this project, NCTCOG is advancing $500K for 
preliminary engineering work.



Recap: A Bold Vision & Benefits
A “Can Be Community”—a walkable, dynamic space centered on 
welcoming, belonging, and gratitude, which will…
• Enhance well-being for Dallas citizens and visitors
• Increase property, sales, and hotel occupancy tax revenue
• Create a more walkable downtown
• Improve the quality of life for downtown residents
• Attract new visitors, residents, and businesses
• Upgrade downtown infrastructure

Thank you, City of Dallas leaders, for your past, present and future 
support of the Thanks-Giving District as we aspire for an even 

greater impact for our City.



Kyle Ogden, President & CEO
The Thanks-Giving Foundation
1627 Pacific Ave.
Dallas, TX 75201
kogden@thanksgiving.org
214.755.1900



Thanks-Giving District
Appendix to Presentation

Kyle Ogden, President & CEO > kogden@thanksgiving.org



Thanks-Giving District as Dallas’ Downtown 
Hub

Kyle Ogden, President & CEO > kogden@thanksgiving.org

• The city of Dallas and the North Central Texas Council of Governments 
(NCTCOG) coordinates on funding partnership for new projects in addition 
to refinements to existing projects

• Staff from The Thanks-Giving Foundation, City and NCTCOG discussed this 
project’s concept, its impact on walkability, connectivity and alignment 
with existing plans

• On Feb 8, 2024, NCTCOG’s RTC action included funding for this project in 
the amount of $10M provided the Thanks-Giving Foundation generates 
$20M in private funds

• In order to understand the potential scope of infrastructure improvements 
related to this project, NCTCOG is advancing $500K for preliminary 
engineering work



Thanks-Giving District
“Once in the Life of a Great City Opportunity”

Kyle Ogden, President & CEO > kogden@thanksgiving.org

The Case for Support of The Thanks-Giving District
• Rising downtown property values generate increased property taxes (see Klyde Warren Park, AT&T Discovery District)
• Increased downtown tourism drives sales to downtown businesses and increased sales tax to COD
• Increased downtown tourism drives hotel nights and Hotel Occupancy Tax to COD and others
• Alignment with Downtown Dallas 360 Plan
• Downtown Dallas becomes more “walkable” and therefore more desirable
• Downtown Dallas attractions become more “connected” and therefore more desirable
• Improved quality-of-life for downtown residents and workers
• Increased prosperity attracts new businesses (hotels, restaurants, retail, grocery, etc)
• Renewal of downtown infrastructure as part of project
• Theme of welcoming, belonging and gratitude positively impact the culture (and quality-of-life) of Dallas
• Theme of welcoming, belonging and gratitude positively impacts the image of Dallas, driving new visitors, residents and 

businesses.

The “ASK”
• We are requesting that City Council and other city leadership offer a loud, enthusiastic and public endorsement of the 

project to create The Thanks-Giving District at and around Thanks-Giving Square



Kyle Ogden, President & CEO > kogden@thanksgiving.org

Value Creation Via 
Investment in Parks

According to HR&A advisors in their 
February 2016 Economic Value and 
Benchmarking Study, Dallas Parks on 
average return a 7:1 return on public 
investment as a result of increased 
property valuations (~51%), tourism 
(~45%) and environmental benefit (~4%).  
They go on to say that the $110mm 
investment in Klyde Warren Park (50% 
from private sources) resulted in over 
$900mm in park-oriented 
development…almost 9:1 on the real 
estate portion alone before considering 
the impact on tourism and environmental 
benefits!



Endorsements

Kyle Ogden, President & CEO > kogden@thanksgiving.org
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