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On October 31, 2025, council member Chad West established the Hospitality & Nightlife Task 

Force to modernize outdated code.

• Operator concerns: Unclear expectations, inconsistent enforcement, lack of City support.

• Community concerns: Noise, safety, late-night operational impacts.

• Collaborative effort involving staff support, operators, residents, arts/culture leaders, and industry 

stakeholders.

• Scope: Update provisions for hospitality establishments to reflect 21st-century operations and 

support creative and flexible uses.
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On June 15, 2026, staff briefed  the Committee for a 2nd time regarding the proposal of an 

Entertainment License ordinance.

• Staff made revisions practical to operational feasibility with consideration to available City resources.

• Staff worked to draft a proposal for Chapter 14 Entertainment License ordinance

Committee feedback was that the proposal veered too far from the Task Force’s vision.

• Staff was asked to engage with the Task Force further to bring more balance to the ordinance’s 

original intentions and return in August with an ordinance draft that reflected that collaboration.

• Continued support to the Office of Arts & Culture on this effort came from the Task Force, Code 

Enforcement, City Attorney's Office, Dallas Fire Rescue, Planning & Development, Dallas Police 

Department, and Convention and Event Services.
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• Staff and Task Force members have been actively participating in 

weekly working sessions resulting in major progress & improvements.

• Refined ordinance language with improved clarity

• Reduction in excessive or redundant regulation 

• Alignment with original recommendations
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•Purpose statement revised to have a stronger spirit of partnership.

Example:

Original Opening Sentence of Draft: 

“The purpose of this chapter is to regulate entertainment activities in a manner that balances cultural 

and economic vitality with the protection of public safety, neighborhood livability, and the health and 

welfare of residents, visitors, and establishment patrons and employees.“ 

Now Reads:

“The purpose of this chapter is to support cultural and economic vitality of entertainment venues in 

Dallas while protecting public safety, neighborhood livability, and the health and welfare of residents, 

visitors, patrons, and employees.”
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Clearer Definitions 

• “Ambient Entertainment” heavily reimagined for clarity

• Majority of patrons remain seated

• Instead of “no dancing”, “no designated dance floor”

• No fees associated

• Entertainment not advertised as an attraction 

• Concludes by midnight

• Elements of security no longer relevant

• “Entertainment Activity” broadened to “live performances presented to the public”

• Examples included for clarity but not limited to.

• Churches & theaters specified for exemption
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• Onerous or redundant operational standards addressed

• Safety/ Security

• One trained manager on duty. 

• City offering free training opportunities

• strategies in crowd management, security, de-escalation , noise abatement, 

fire safety, emergency response, parking management, & interactions with 

intoxicated persons

• First Aid/ Medical Response

• Revised to Medical Response ONLY.

• All first aid requirements removed, and training limited to manager.

• Baseline requirements: Medical emergency response protocol & incident log. 
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• Objective decibel limits based on time, day and residential adjacency will rollout citywide.

• Indoor & Outdoor standards have merged

• All 24 hours of day have been scheduled for

• Non-residential Adjacency Legacy Status Protection to long standing, responsible operators.

* Next day
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• Tiered Licensing System recalibrated to only apply to operations with concern



UNDERSTANDING THE TIER STRUCTURE

The chart organizes venues by type and compares them 

across three time periods. Within each time, venues are 

further sorted by capacity ranges.

Each 

combination 

of these 

measures fits 

under a 

License Tier

License 

Tiers are 

assigned to 

fit risk 

profile. 

License Tiers determine scale of 

review and regulatory framework. 
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SHORT TERM:

• Present to council a refined draft ordinance 

aligned with Task Force recommendations.

• Coordinate with Planning & Development to 

amend code minimum floor area requirements 

for commercial amusement accessory use.

• Complete critical deliverables to compliment 

the ordinance: Application, Templates, Good 

Neighbor Guidebook, FAQ Document

• Receive fee study results and apply to 

ordinance.

• Identify acceptable training opportunities 

and organize quarterly workshop trainings.

• Promotional awareness of the new ordinance.

LONG TERM:

• Define Entertainment Districts using data 

collected with the ordinance

• Modernize zoning’s use definitions

• An annual review of this ordinance 

making revisions where necessary for 

continued growth and success.

• Development of a Nightlife/Hospitality 

Advisory Commission to ensure the 

industry remains a part of the discussion.
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Thank you to the Task Force and internal 

departments for your leadership & support!
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TASK FORCE MEMBERS
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Thank You
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Appendix
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