1-11-21

ORDINANCE NO.

An ordinance amending Chapter 2, “Administration,” of the Dallas City Code by adding a new
Article XXIX, “Veteran Affairs Commission”; providing the creation of the veteran affairs
commission; providing the terms, membership requirements, meeting requirements, and functions
of the veteran affairs commission; providing a saving clause; providing a severability clause; and
providing an effective date. Now, Therefore,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DALLAS:

SECTION 1. That Chapter 2, “Administration,” of the Dallas City Code is amended by

adding a new Article XXIX, “Veteran Affairs Commission,” to read as follows:
“ARTICLE XXIX.
VETERAN AFFAIRS COMMISSION.

SEC. 2-170. VETERAN AFFAIRS COMMISSION - CREATED; TERMS;
MEMBERSHIP; MEETINGS.

(@) There is hereby created the veteran affairs commission of the city, which shall be
an advisory body of 15 members. Each city council member shall have one appointment to the
veteran affairs commission. The mayor shall appoint the chair from among the members, subject
to confirmation by the city council, and the full city council shall appoint the vice-chair.

(b) All members shall be appointed for an initial term to expire on September 30, 2021.
Thereafter, nominations shall begin in August 2021 and each subsequent odd-numbered year, and
members appointed shall serve a two-year term beginning on October 1.

(© The veteran affairs commission will represent the city’s military veteran
community. The veteran affairs commission must have a balanced membership reflecting an
outstanding interest in or knowledge of veterans’ affairs, including having knowledge about
veterans’ concerns, or being affiliated with a service provider to veterans, and at least four
members must be currently serving or have previously served in the United States military
(including the Reserves or National Guard).
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(d) The veteran affairs commission shall hold monthly meetings or as often as may be
necessary. The chair, with assistance of staff, shall schedule and determine the agenda for such
meetings.

SEC. 2-171. VETERAN AFFAIRS COMMISSION - FUNCTIONS.

@ The veteran affairs commission shall act as an advisory body to the city manager
and the city council and shall:

1) evaluate and recommend programs, policies, and practices designed to
alleviate veterans’ difficulties in meeting basic needs, obtaining housing, employment, and
comprehensive mental health assistance;

2 act as a central clearinghouse for information relating to the status of
veterans in the Dallas community;

3 accumulate information about the needs of veterans in the Dallas
community, including available services, and make recommendations to the city council regarding
these needs;

4 recommend ways to:

(A)  educate the community on:
0] the status of veterans’ rights and needs; and
(i) veterans’ contributions to our community; and
(B)  promote awareness among the public and private sector of veterans’
full potential and of the importance of veterans’ contributions to the development of the

community; and

(5) identify and review the entire range of services available to veterans, and
recommend ways to:

(A)  strengthen existing services and pursue new services for veterans;
(B)  promote collaboration between service providers; and
(C)  expand resources available to veterans.

(b) The city manager shall provide staff to assist the commission in performing its
duties and responsibilities.”

SECTION 2. That Chapter 2 of the Dallas City Code shall remain in full force and effect,

save and except as amended by this ordinance.
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SECTION 3. That any act done or right vested or accrued, or any proceeding, suit, or
prosecution had or commenced in any action before the amendment or repeal of any ordinance, or
part thereof, shall not be affected or impaired by amendment or repeal of any ordinance, or part
thereof, and shall be treated as still remaining in full force and effect for all intents and purposes
as if the amended or repealed ordinance, or part thereof, had remained in force.

SECTION 4. That the terms and provisions of this ordinance are severable and are
governed by Section 1-4 of Chapter 1 of the Dallas City Code, as amended.

SECTION 5. That this ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its passage
and publication in accordance with the provisions of the Charter of the City of Dallas, and it is

accordingly so ordained.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

CHRISTOPHER J. CASO, City Attorney

By

Assistant City Attorney

Passed

Amend Chapter 2 (create Veteran Affairs Commission) - Page 3



