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Overview



Purpose

• Purpose: Adding vaping to the ordinance where smoking is currently prohibited 
(e.g., indoor or enclosed areas, within 15 feet of an entrance, park property) 
furthers the Comprehensive Environmental and Climate Action Plan (CECAP) 
and closes the regulatory gap
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• Amendment: 
• Update the definition of “Smoke or Smoking” to 

include the use of an Electronic Smoking Device 
(vaping); and adds a definition of “Electronic 
Smoking Device”

• Does not change where a person can/cannot 
smoke  

• Change signage requirements to state, “No 
Smoking or Use of an Electronic Smoking Device”

J. Erik Johnson Central Library



Expert Recommendations & CECAP- REP Goals

• Dallas County Health and 
Human Services

• The Texas Department of State 
Health Services

• American Heart Association
• American Lung Association
• U.S. Center For Disease Control
• U.S. Surgeon General
• World Health Organization
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CECAP

Racial Equity Plan
AIR QUALITY PROBLEM: 
EXPOSURE TO HIGH LEVELS OF 
AIR POLLUTION IS A WELL 
ESTABLISHED RISK FACTOR FOR 
RESPIRATORY DISEASES, SUCH 
AS ASTHMA

ALL DALLAS’ COMMUNITIES 
BREATH CLEAN AIR

DALLAS PROTECTS AND 
ENHANCES ITS ECOSYSTEMS, 
TREES AND GREEN SPACES THAT 
IN TURN IMPROVE PUBLIC HEALTH



Background - Timeline

• Nov. 9, 2016   Council approves to eliminate smoking on park grounds 
     Ordinance No. 30258 

• Oct. 23, 2019   Council approves raising the age limit from 18 to 21 years  
      regarding tobacco products in accordance with State laws

     Ordinance No. 31360

• May 10, 2023    Environmental Commission’s (EVC’s) Env. Health Committee 
     presents memorandum to EVC to support restrictions to vaping in 
     public

• Nov. 6, 2023     EVC’s Env. Health Committee briefs their vaping policy  
     recommendations to the Parks, Trails, and Environment Committee 

• June 3, 2024       The Parks, Trails, and Environment Committee was briefed on the 
      latest proposed ordinance updates



Vapes and E-Cigarettes
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Some devices have more nicotine than 200 cigarettes



Health Risks
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Smoking has shown to cause
• Second Hand Aerosol 

Exposure
• Popcorn Lung
• Severe Lung Disease
• Low Oxygen
• Asthma
• Death

  

Nicotine has shown to cause
• Increase in blood pressure
• Heart rate
• Narrowing & hardening of 

arterial walls

Among Youth Nicotine
• Harms the brain
• Impacts mood



Trends
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Trends
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Findings on Youth Use for E-Cigarette Products 



Examples of Other Cities with Vaping 
Restrictions where Smoking is Prohibited

Some local examples include:
• Coppell
• Carrollton
• Denton
• Desoto
• Fort Worth
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• Frisco
• Garland
• Little Elm
• Mesquite
• Plano



Benefits of Closing the Regulatory Gap

• Protect the public, particularly vulnerable 
populations, from the risks of second-hand 
smoke

• Protect indoor & outdoor air quality
• Reduce e-waste and cigarette waste as litter in 

our environments
• Support effort to obtain CityHealth Smoke Free 

GOLD Status
• Advances similar regional efforts with Dallas 

County Health & Human Services, North Texas 
Council of Governments, and other community-
based organizations 
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In 2020, Keep America Beautiful 
counted 894,700 littered e-
cigarettes in U.S. roadways and 
waterways.



Next Steps

• Incorporate City Council feedback
• Continue to work with City departments and external 

stakeholders to develop an implementation strategy
• Tentatively scheduled to seek City Council approval by October - 

November
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Appendices



Proposed Definition of Smoke or Smoking

Inhaling, exhaling, burning, possessing, or carrying any lighted or heated cigar,  
cigarette, hookah, electronic smoking device, or any pipe or other device that 
contains lighted or burning tobacco or plant products intended for inhalation, 
whether natural or synthetic, including marijuana or cannabis in any manner or in 
any form. 
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MODIFIED LANGUAGE

Inhaling, exhaling, burning, possessing, or carrying any lighted or burning cigar, or 
cigarette, or any pipe or other device that contains lighted or burning tobacco or 
products

OLD LANGUAGE



Proposed Definition of Electronic Smoking Device 

Any product containing or delivering nicotine or any other substance 
intended for human consumption that can be used by a person in any 
manner for the purpose of inhaling vapor or aerosol from the 
product. The term includes any such device, whether manufactured, 
distributed, marketed, or sold as an e-cigarette, e-cigar, e-pipe, e-
hookah, dab rig or vape pen, or under any other product name or 
descriptor.
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NEW DEFINITION



Proposed Ordinance Signage
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