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TO Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 
 

SUBJECT Environmental Commission FY2024 Annual Report 
 
 
Attached for your review is the annual report summarizing activities of the 
Environmental Commission for FY 2024 in accordance with Chapter 8, Section 8-1.1. 
 
The Environmental Commission unanimously approved this report on March 12, 2025. 
 
 
 
Kathryn Bazan 
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Environmental Commission Members 

City Council-Appointed Voting Members 
 

District 1: Katherine Homan 
District 2: Mark Wootton 
District 3: Vacant 
District 4: Vacant 
District 5: Tracy Wallace 
District 6: Esther Villarreal (Vice-Chair) 
District 7: Temeckia Derrough 
District 8: Renee Roberson 
District 9: Kathryn Bazan (Chair) 
District 10: Andrew Siegel 
District 11: Colleen Murray 
District 12: Dr. Barry Lachman 
District 13: Rebecca Posten 
District 14: Paula Day 
District 15 (Mayor): Julie Hiromoto 

City Manager-Appointed Technical Panel Members 

Buildings: Alan Hoffmann 
Energy: Michael Martin 
Transportation: Dr. Maria Boccalandro 
Water Resources: David Marquis 
Zero-Waste: Theresa Tumminia 
Ecosystems: Dr. Kathy Jack 
Food Access: Whitney Strauss 
Air Quality: Rita Beving 
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History & Mission 

History 
 

Resolution 20-688 was passed on May 27, 2020, authorizing adoption of the Comprehensive 
Environmental & Climate Action Plan (CECAP). This resolution charged the City Manager to 
identify and convene an Environment and Sustainability Advisory Committee comprised of 
professionals and community members to advise on environment, sustainability, and CECAP 
implementation. Additionally, the resolution established that the City Manager will coordinate with 
the Environment and Sustainability Advisory Committee regarding the scope and potential roles 
of an official board or commission. Thus, a permanent Environmental Commission was 
established through Ordinance No. 31847 on April 28, 2021. Nominations to the Commission 
began in the fall of 2021 and a quorum was established in time to hold the first meeting on 
December 17, 2021. 

 
The Commission has a total of 36 members, including 15 voting members appointed by the City 
Council and Mayor, 8 non-voting technical panel members appointed by the City Manager, each 
with expertise in one area of the CECAP, and 5 subcommittees comprised of members of the full 
Commission and additional non-voting members of the public appointed by the Commission 
Chair. 

Mission 
 

The Environmental Commission is a group of environmental advocates and professionals who 
advise the City Council on implementation of the CECAP while supporting equitable and effective 
action to resolve environmental issues as they arise in the community. 
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Subcommittees 

Environmental Health 
Chair: Renee Roberson 
Vice Chair: Dr. Barry Lachman 
Dr. Folashade Afolabi (General Public) 
Haddijatou Bayo (General Public) 
Candace Thompson (General Public) 

Environmental Justice 
Chair: Esther Villarreal 
Michael Cook 
Whitney Strauss (Technical Panel) 
Theresa Tumminia (Technical Panel) 
Alap Davé (General Public) 
Dr. India Stewart (General Public) 
Samina Zokaie (General Public) 

Implementation 
Chair: Tracy Wallace 
Renee Roberson 
Andrew Siegel 
Dr. Maria Boccalandro (Technical Panel) 
Katy Evans (General Public) 

Outreach & Engagement 
Chair: Kathryn Bazan 
Vice Chair: Paula Day 
Mark Wootton 
Colleen Murray  
Rita Beving (Technical Panel) 
Rebecca Reagan (General Public) 
Lindsey Thomas (General Public) 

Strategic Partnerships & Innovation 
Chair: Julie Hiromoto 
Vice Chair: Colleen Murray 
Dr. Barry Lachman 
Alan Hoffmann (Technical Panel) 
David Marquis (Technical Panel) 
Dr. Kathy Jack (Technical Panel) 
Danielle Eke (General Public) 
Sarah Gill (General Public) 
Rebecca Posten (General Public) 
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FY24 Objectives & Accomplishments 

Objectives 
 

Guided by the commission’s unified priorities FY24 objectives included the following: 

● Outreach & Engagement: Create inclusive, two-way community communication and 
support community-led accountability related to environmental issues 

● Implementation: Identify and leverage all resources, including data, funding, incentives, 
and strategic partnerships needed to accomplish the CECAP’s goals. 

● Environmental Justice: Advance environmental equity by encouraging the City to codify 
equity into its laws and processes. Equitable solutions should meet the varying needs of 
each community. 

● Environmental Health: Prioritize public and environmental health by advancing the City’s 
Greenhouse Gas emissions reductions efforts to meet the 2030 Interim Target and 2050 
Carbon Neutrality Target. 

● Strategic Partnerships & Innovation: Identify and leverage all resources, including data, 
funding, incentives, and strategic partnerships needed to accomplish the CECAP’s goals. 
Transform the City of Dallas into a hub for environmental innovation. 

 
Accomplishments 

 
● Unanimously approved 5 formal recommendations (see page 7). 
● Successfully advocated for the council adoption of the CECAP Bond Resolution, an 18- 

month initiative led by the Strategic Partnerships and Innovation subcommittee to ensure 
that all $1.25B of the 2024 Bond capital infrastructure investments in Dallas will be spent 
in a manner supportive of the CECAP and its goals. 

● Successfully advocated for the council adoption of a Vaping Ordinance, an initiative led 
by the Environmental Health subcommittee to amend the city’s current smoking ordinance 
to also make it illegal to vape where smoking is already prohibited. 

● In partnership with the Office of Environmental Quality & Sustainability, hosted, attended, 
or participated in 43 community events. A full list of these events begins on page 7. 

● Assisted in organizing residents and advocates to urge the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) to take action on numerous permits. 



ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION FY23-24 6 
 

FY24 Recommendations 

Formal Recommendations 
 

● Unanimously approved: 
o Implementation Subcommittee recommendation to adopt SolarAPP+ 
o A special recognition honoring the life and legacy of West Dallas environmental 

advocate Raul Reyes, Jr. 
o A recommendation to amend the annual Lights Out DFW ordinance to extend to 

both spring and fall bird migrations 
o A recommendation to refer to the Implementation Subcommittee: a review of the 

city’s sustainable procurement policy, a recommendation to form a sustainable 
procurement working group and a recommendation for the benchmarking of 
other cities’ Sustainable Procurement policies 

o A recommend that the city implement a metric system for quantifying the removal 
of trees by development, whether on public or private property, and requiring that 
developers report the quantity, species and caliper of any tree(s) removed during 
a construction project, and that staff 1) provide a quarterly report of canopy loss 
to development to the city council and 2) utilize the data to advance the city's 
efforts to preserve its tree canopy. 

 
Additional Recommendations 

In addition to the above, the commission provided input on topics such as: 
 

● Dallas Love Field Voluntary Noise Abatement Program 
● Water Line Break in the Great Trinity Forest 
● Solar Siting Study and Community Engagement 
● ForwardDallas Comprehensive Land Use Plan Update on Environmental Justice 
● CECAP Annual Report (FY23 Results & FY24 Implementation Work Plan) 
● City of Dallas 2024 State and Federal Legislative Priorities 
● Office of Equity and Inclusion Environmental Justice Equity Indicators Update 
● North Central Texas Council of Governments Air Quality Improvement Plan 
● Office of Environmental Quality & Sustainability Brownfields Program 
● City of Dallas Environmental Due Diligence & Municipal Setting Designations Programs 
● City of Dallas 2024 Water Conservation Plan 
● Keep Dallas Beautiful Update 
● Texas Conservation Alliance Lights Out DFW Program 
● City of Dallas Landscape Transition Plan 
● Dallas Urban Heat Island Study Results 
● Urban Forest Master Plan Update 
● Dallas Community Air Management Program Updates 
● City of Dallas Environmental Justice Screening Tool 
● Comprehensive Urban Agriculture Plan Update 
● City of Dallas Sustainable Procurement Policy 
● Office of Environmental Quality & Sustainability Regulatory Air Quality Programs 
● 2024 Air Sensor Summit Report 
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Additional FY24 Highlights 

Community Outreach Events & Public Meetings 
 

In addition to regular monthly meetings, the commission hosted, attended, or participated in the 
following community outreach events and public meetings. This includes outreach done on a 
commission-wide basis, as well as some outreach done by commissioners on an individual basis, 
though this is not a comprehensive list of the latter. 

4DWN First Sunday Service 
4DWN | October 1, 2023 

West Dallas One Community Meetings 
West Dallas Multipurpose Center | First Mondays 

State Fair of Texas 
Texas Discovery Gardens | September 29, 2023 - October 22, 2023 

 
DFW Solar Tour 
City-Wide | October 5, 2023 

 
7th Annual Tri-City Cleanup 
Lake Ray Hubbard | October 7, 2023 

Green Careers Texas Ribbon Cutting 
USDA Urban Service Center | October 12, 2023 

EarthX Film Festival 
Arts Mission Oak Cliff | October 21, 2023 

 
Dallas College 12th Annual Sustainability Summit 
Dallas College Brookhaven Campus | November 1, 2023 

GeoTech 2023 Keynote Event: Environmental Justice w/ Wanjiku (Wawa) Gatheru 
Bishop Dunne Catholic School | November 2, 2023 

White Rock Lake Tree Planting 
White Rock Lake | November 4, 2023 

High Strides Against Diabetes Fun Run 
Joppy Momma's Farm | November 4, 2023 

 
EPA Region 6 Environmental Justice Summit 
November 7-8, 2023 

 
EPA Region 6 West Dallas Cumulative Impacts Assessment Kick-Off 
November 13, 2023 
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Code Compliance Love Your Block Cleanup Initiative 
District 8 Neighborhood Services Center: Saturday, October 14th 
Glendale Shopping Center: Saturday, November 18th 
Dallas City Hall Plaza: Saturday, December 16th 

North Central Texas Council of Governments (NCTCOG) Air Quality Listening Session 
Virtual | November 14, 2023 

 
Earth Day Every Day: Native Prairies 
November 30, 2023 

 
4DWN First Sunday Service 
4DWN | December 3, 2023 

Innovations in Infrastructure: Energy and the Environment 
University of Texas | December 7, 2023 

Temple Shalom Justice Garden Dedication 
Temple Shalom | December 16, 2023 

District 9 White Rock Lake South Shoreline Clean-Up 
White Rock Lake | December 16, 2023 

Earth Day Every Day: Holiday Recycling 
Virtual | December 28, 2023 

ForwardDallas Roundtables 
Citywide | January 9 & 19, 2024 

5th Annual Equity Indicators Symposium 
University of Texas at Dallas | January 12, 2024 

 
Economic Benefits of Environmental Initiatives on the Vitality of Cities 
George W. Bush Presidential Center | February 1, 2024 

EPA Region 6 Environmental Justice Leaders Roundtable 
Virtual | February 8, 2024 

Air Sensor Summit 
University of Texas at Dallas | March 5, 2024 

 
SMU Hunt Institute ImpactNights: Building Food Resiliency 
SMU | March 7, 2024 

 
Urban Heat Island Study press conference 
Dallas City Hall | April 1, 2024 

South Central Climate Resilience Forum 
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Kay Bailey Hutchison Convention Center | April 2-4, 2024 

7th Annual North Texas Climate Symposium 
University of Texas at Dallas Davidson-Gundy Alumni Center | April 4, 2024 

Mis-Lead Verdigris Ensemble 
Kalita Humphries Theater | April 5-7, 2024 

 
Joppa Earth Day 
Joppy Momma’s Farm | April 13, 2024 

Oak Cliff Earth Day 
Lake Cliff Park | April 21, 2024 

EarthX Congress of Conferences 
Hilton Anatole | April 22 – 26, 2024 

Native Plants & Prairies Day 
Bath House Cultural Center at White Rock Lake | May 4, 2024 

 
Sunnyvale Street Community Clean-Up and Re-Food Rally 
Sunnyvale Street | June 8, 2024 

Joppa’s Juneteenth Festival 
South Central Park | June 15, 2024 

City of Dallas Urban Heat Island Mapping Campaign 
City-Wide | August 10, 2024 

Dallas Air Quality Summit 
City Hall | September 19, 2024 

 
Food Access Fair 
West Dallas Multipurpose Center | September 21, 2024 

 
I Am An Island Play and Talkback 
AT&T Performing Arts Center | September 22, 2024 

State Fair of Texas 
Texas Discovery Gardens | September 27, 2024; October 20, 2024 

National Drive Electric Week 
City Hall | September 28, 2024 
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FY25 Proposed Objectives & Accomplishments 

Objectives & Accomplishments 
 

The Commission’s FY25 priorities will be guided by the following unified priorities established 
during the Commission’s July 2022 and January 2024 Strategic Planning Sessions: 

1. Advance environmental equity by encouraging the city to codify equity into its laws and 
processes. Equitable solutions should meet the varying need of each community. 

2. Prioritize public and environmental health by advancing the city’s Greenhouse Gas 
emissions reductions efforts to meet the 2030 Interim Target and 2050 Carbon Neutrality 
Target. 

3. Identify and leverage all resources, including data, funding, incentives, and strategic 
partnerships needed to accomplish the CECAP’s goals. 

4. Create inclusive, two-way community communication and support community-led 
accountability related to environmental issues. 

5. Transform the City of Dallas into a hub for environmental innovation. 
 

The Commission will work to support the Mayor’s priorities for the Parks, Trails, & the Environment 
Council Committee. 

 
Anticipated Policy Discussions 

Additional discussions may include, but are not limited to: 
 

● Office of Environmental Quality & Sustainability 2025 State and Federal Legislative 
Priorities 

● Dallas Environmental Justice Mapping Tool 
● White Rock Lake Dredge 
● Updated Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory 
● North Central Texas Council of Governments Air Quality Improvement Plan 
● Urban Heat Island Study Results 
● Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure Implementation 
● Dallas Love Field Voluntary Noise Abatement Program 
● Dallas Environmental Education Initiative (EEI) – Interlocal Agreement 
● Office of Environmental Quality & Sustainability team overviews 

o Zero Waste 
o Environmental Management System 
o Brownfields Program 
o Environmental Due Diligence & Municipal Setting Designation 

● Regular progress updates 
o CECAP implementation and annual report 
o Environmental Justice Equity Indicators 
o Whole Home Dallas Program 
o Green Job Skills Program 
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o Urban Forest Master Plan implementation 
o Solar Siting Study 
o GAF Facility Update 
o Comprehensive Urban Agriculture Plan 
o Local Solid Waste Management Plan 
o Landscape Equipment Transition Plan 
o Dallas Community Air Management Program 

 

Resources 

Environmental Commission webpage on dallasclimateaction.com 
Environmental Commission webpage on dallascityhall.com 
Facebook 
Instagram 

https://www.dallasclimateaction.com/environmentalcommission
https://dallascityhall.com/government/Boards-and-Commissions/Environmental-Commission/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/dallasenvironmental/
https://www.instagram.com/dallasenvironmental/
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