
City of Dallas 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. COMMUNITY CENTER 
ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 

Monday, August 18, 2025, 16:30 P.M. 

Agenda #250738 

Location: Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Center 12922 MLK Jr. Blvd., Bldg. A I Dallas, TX 75215 
Activity Room A 

WebEx Cisco: 
https://dallascityhall. webex. com/dallascityhall/j. php?MTI D=ma2fbc2b64cd9d 12b0b3b966a 1 db6fe84 

If unable to join online, please join by phone: 1-469-210-7159; Access code: 2486 865 5270 
Webinar Password: MMabmsfu642 (66226738 when dialing from a phone or video system). 

Presiding: Mrs. Clara Brown-Trimble 

PRESENT 
Dr. Zandra Mendenhall - District 2 
Ms. Candace E. Wicks - District 3Nice Chair 
Ms. Vernette Moss - District 4 
Mr. Cristian Diaz - District 5 
Mrs. Jenda Mitchell - District 6 
Mrs. Jessica Jolly - District 7 
Mr. Kelly Drake - District 9 
Mrs. Clara Brown-Trimble - District 10/Chair 
Ms. Alexis Cook - District 11 
Mr. Michael Ross - District 12 
Mr. Neel Shetti - District 13 
Ms. Karsten Francis - District 14 
Ms. Betty Carter Hooey - District 15 

ABSENT 
Ms. Elaine Sacks - District 1 

VACANT 
District 8 

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. COMMUNITY CENTER STAFF PRESENT 
LaRhonda Bacon, Supervisor 
Pamela R. Jones, Center Manager 

RECEIVED 
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CITY OF DALLAS PRESENT
Dr. Jamel Slaughter, Program Administrator
Jessica Galleshaw, Director

COMMUNITY PRESENT
NA

CALL TO ORDER/WELCOME
Chair Brown-Trimble called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m.

INVOCATION/OPENING STATEMENT
Board Member Ross completed the opening prayer for everyone, the community, and the decorum of
the meeting. Chair Trimble welcomed everyone to the meeting.

ADVISORY BOARD & CITY STAFF ROLL CALL
Roll call was completed by LaRhonda Bacon.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chair Brown-Trimble called for a motion to approve the minutes. Board Member Drake made a
motion to approve June 16, 2025, minutes. Vice Chair Wicks seconded the motion. The Board
approved.

DISCUSSION & VOTE: 2026 MLK CELEBRATION GRAPHIC
Chair Brown-Trimble turned the discussion for the 2026 MLK Celebration Graphic over to Dr.
Slaughter. Dr. Slaughter presented three (3) mockups in the colors and theme for 2026. After much
discussion, a roll call vote was completed with the results being option 1-3 votes; option 2-6 votes;
and option 3-3 votes. So, option 2 will be the branding for 2026 MLK Celebration Week. Dr.
Slaughter asked after the vote if there were any adjustments needed to option 2, and there were
none.

UPDATE: 2026 MLK GALA
Chair Brown-Trimble turned the discussion for the 2026 MLK Gala over to Ms. Jones. Ms. Jones
stated that the top four (4) suggested speakers had been contacted and only one (1) had responded,
Roland Martin. We are currently working with Mr. Martin's team to get all the information to submit for
approvals. We completed an informal solicitation to eight (8) hotels for the gala for Saturday, January
17, 2026, and received only one (1) back. It is from the hotel we used for 2025, we will be submitting
all information received to gain approval for the venue.

MLK CENTER MANAGER UPDATE
The MLK Fresh Produce Distribution, managed by Miles of Freedom, served 2,985 families during the
month of June and served 3,250 during the month of July. The distribution times are Monday ­
Thursday, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. All board members and citizens are encouraged to volunteer and
help plan our cultural events; you can get that information online at www.dallasmlkcenter.com.

Legal Aid of NW Texas has returned to the building, and they see the first 30 people on the second
and fourth Tuesday of each month.
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The review of past events: Community Day of Giving was on Saturday, June 28, 2025, at 10am. MLK
Jr. Community Center in collaboration with Dairy Farmers of America (DFA), Community Day of
Giving is a community-driven effort to provide food, household items, and support to those in need
while celebrating and acknowledging the historical significance of Juneteenth, this event served 311
families. Journey, Next Steps was on Saturday, July 12, 2025, at 10.00am. The event was excellent
with 147 in attendance. LIRA Group in partnership with the MLK Jr. Community Center Journey, Next
Steps program is more than a college/career readiness program. Journey is an action-driven
program that helps students transition from high school to their collegiate lifestyle and or career
opportunities. The Back-to-School Drive Thru Festival was on Saturday, August 9, 2025, at 10.00am.
The event served over 1,100 students. MLK Jr. Community Center annual Back to School Drive Thru
Festival provides much needed school supplies and items for the family to start a new school year.

The upcoming event is a Community Engagement Event will be on Saturday, September 6, 2025, at
1 0:00am. The City is hosting several community engagement sessions to talk about the City's work
to maintain compliance with federal directives and discuss how the city can expand opportunity for all.
Our Hispanic Heritage event will be on Friday, September 19, 2025, at 12:00pm. The MLK Jr.
Community Center will be having its annual Hispanic Heritage program celebrating the rich culture
with dance, music, food, and entertainment.

ADJOURNMENT
Board Chair Brown-Trimble called for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Board Member Drake made
the motion and Board Member Jolly seconded. The meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.
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Printed name
LaRhonda Bacon

Signature
Clara Brown-Trimble; Chair
MLK Advisory Board

Date

Attachment:
MLK Advisory Board-20250818 2335-1

Recording link:
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3




