January 2025 Progress Report: Integrated Assessment of Veteran’s Services in Dallas
Contract Services City of Dallas 25-5559

Progress Report Overview

In the December meeting, team Pl Monnie McGee and research associate Holly Harris
shared their work on all three of the components of the Veterans’ Wellness Project. Due to
end of semester responsibilities and events at SMU and the holidays afterward, there is not
much progress to report for January. SMU was closed from December 23 - January 2.

Meeting with Military Families Research Institute (MFRI)

On January 6, 2025, Monnie McGee met with Katie Jane Walter, who is the director of the
Measuring Communities project of the Military Families Research Institute at Purdue
University. She shared some of the potential contributions of measuring communities for
the VWP.

Measuring Communities releases a report every May. They mine their data from the
American Community Survey, the US Census, and the Department of Defense. They
started their data collection in 2016; therefore, they can offer information on trends over
time. Their data goes down to the county level; therefore, there would not be data for the
City of Dallas directly. However, they do have some data on different characteristics &
subgroups of the Veteran Population that might be of interest to the VAC. Some of these
data are items that we cannot get from publicly available ACS or Census data:

- Sex

- Race

- Ethnicity

- households with and without children
- eraofservice

- martial status

- education level

They also have data from the Defense Manpower Data Center (DMDC), which includes

- active duty military by branch for county
- selective reserve data (reserve or national guard)

Although these individuals are not veterans, they might be some day and knowing the size
and characteristics of the active duty military in and around Dallas could help the city plan
for a future population of veterans.



The DMDC has10 different topics of data, including demographics, community, financial,
number of children K-12, medical status, legal issues, mental health. They have also
compiled a “digital divide index” that measures the prevalence of wireless and high-speed
Internet access for Veterans within a county. Such information would be helpful to inform
whether an Internet-only “clearing house” would be helpful, and to which population of
Veterans.

Other Sources of Data & Funding:

- Governors’ challenge to reduce and prevent suicide
- Needs for transitioning service members

In addition, Blue Star families has military family lifestyle survey that asks about service
member transition from military to civilian life.

The MFRI also has a Data Champions Initiative, which is a no cost partnership between
Measuring Communities and organizations/individuals across the country to create a
military profile for their community. The application window for the Data Champions
initiative closes at the end of May. The VAC or other city-affiliate group might want to apply
to be a Data Champion.

Other Projects:

Social media Project: Aubrey Brown (SMU undergraduate) has working code that
downloads posts from Reddit from 2015 to 2025 and organizes them by month. She is
working on gleaning important topics from that data and examining the trends over time.

The Veterans’ Information and Innovation Forum reportis in its final stages. It will be
shared with the VAC within the next month.

We are currently writing up methodology and results from the Veteran Service Impact
Report Analysis (geo-spatial analysis of maps from the VIIF).
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