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ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 

Monday, October 20, 2025, 16:30 P.M. 

Agenda #250909 

Location: Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Center I 2922 MLK Jr. Blvd., Bldg. A I Dallas, TX 75215 
Activity Room A 

WebEx Cisco: 
To join online: 
Click: https://dallascityhall.webex.com/dallascityhall/j.php?MTID=m222e7482139ff19450f145fb93ee729d 

Webinar Password: zBXgf7Eqa33 

To join by phone: 
Dial: (469) 210-7159; Access Code: 249 1774 1132; Webinar Password: 92943737 

Presiding: Mrs. Clara Brown-Trimble 
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Dr. Zandra Mendenhall - District 2 
Ms. Vernette Moss - District 4 
Mr. Cristian Diaz - District 5 
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Mrs. Jessica Jolly - District 7 
Mr. Kelly Drake - District 9Nice Chair 
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Mr. Michael Ross - District 12 
Mr. Neel Shetti - District 13 
Ms. Betty Carter Hooey - District 15 
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Ms. Elaine Sacks - District 1 
Ms. Sanober Syed- District 11 
Ms. Karsten Francis - District 14 
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Dr. Jamel Slaughter, Program Administrator OHCE
Christina da Silva, Assistant Director OHCE
Selena Meeks, Senior Project Specialist OHCE

COMMUNITY PRESENT
NA

CALL TO ORDER/WELCOME
Chair Brown-Trimble called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m.

INVOCATION/OPENING STATEMENT
Vice Chair Drake completed the opening prayer for everyone, the community, and the decorum of the
meeting. Chair Trimble welcomed everyone to the meeting.

ADVISORY BOARD & CITY STAFF ROLL CALL
Roll call was completed by LaRhonda Bacon.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chair Brown-Trimble called for a motion to approve the minutes. Vice Chair Drake made a motion to
approve September 15, 2025, minutes. Board Member Jolly seconded the motion. The Board
approved.

BRIEFING ITEM: FEDERAL COMPLIANCE COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SESSIONS
Chair Brown-Trimble turned the discussion for the Federal Compliance Community Engagement
Session over to Ms. Christina da Silva Assistant Director, OHCE and Selena Meeks, Senior Project
Specialist, OHCE. Ms. Da Silva briefing stated that the city aims to align with recent federal directives
through community engagement and compliance efforts. Dallas receives over $300 million in federal
funding for infrastructure and social services. And that from the Community engagement sessions
the gathered feedback from residents to inform compliance strategies yielding over 200 responses,
emphasizing the importance of resident input in shaping city policies.

UPDATES FROM DISTRICT 7
Chair Brown-Trimble turned the discussion for the updates from District 7 over to Board Member
Jolly. Board Member Jolly reported that District 7 will be having a Trunk or Treat in partnership with
the MLK Center. This event will take place on Thursday, October 30, 2025, at 5pm-7pm open to the
community. The MLK Board has been invited to participate in the American College of Lifestyle
Medicine Collaboration. On Saturday 11/15/2025 there will be a walk and on Sunday 11/16/2025 at
the Gaylord there is a free conference. Last, the American College of Lifestyle Medicine
Collaboration will be collecting new hats, coats, and gloves from attendees during the event for the
MLK Winter Warm-Up.

STAFF UPDATE
Chair Brown-Trimble turned the discussion of the staff updates over to Dr. Slaughter. Dr. Slaughter
reported that the Congressional Funds have not been spent, plans are still being developed, and that
we have ten (10) years to use the funds. The campus has several projects that are taking place
currently. And, with there being several city departments on campus we are working together to
develop a plan to utilize the funds efficiently for the campus. As stated earlier by our Assistant
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Director, our department name has been changed to Office of Housing & Community Empowerment
as of the new fiscal year. The department is still working through all the changes.

STAFF UPDATE: 2026 MLK WEEK
Chair Brown-Trimble turned the discussion of the staff update regarding 2026 MLK Week over to Dr.
Slaughter. Dr. Slaughter reported that the Save the Date, Sponsorship Packet, and Scholarship is
ready and set for release on Friday 10/24/2025, upon approval from the director. Regarding the
Gala, we are working on the completion of contracts, branding, websites, and the prices will remain
the same as last year. We will need volunteers for the scholarships; we had immediate volunteers for
the task. The committee will be Board Members Diaz, Moss, Shetti, Mitchell-Brown, and Dr.
Mendenhall.

CHAIR'S UPDATE
Chair Brown-Trimble announced the promotion of Mr. Drake to Vice Chair for the MLK Advisory
Board. We will also need more members to work on the Annual Report with Vice Chair Drake and
Board Members Jolly, immediate volunteers added were Chair Brown-Trimble and Board Member
Hooey. Vice Chair Drake also added that everyone will need to send comments for the upcoming
Annual Report. Chair Brown-Trimble will get the hand delivered letter to Mr. Miles no later than
Wednesday 10/22/2025 notifying him that he will be honored in 2026 as the Trailblazer Awardee.

MLK CENTER MANAGER UPDATE
Ms. Jones reported that there is ongoing work taking place on the campus. The sanitary lines next to
Park and Recreation building have been completed. Currently, electrical panels are being replaced
throughout the campus, and a new fire alarm system is being installed in the medical building.

The MLK Fresh Produce Distribution, managed by Miles of Freedom, served 2,393 families during the
month of September. The distribution times are Monday - Thursday, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. All board
members and citizens are encouraged to volunteer and help plan our cultural events; you can get that
information online at www.dallasmlkcenter.com.

Legal Aid of NW Texas has returned to the building, and they see the first 30 people on the second
and fourth Tuesday of each month.

The review of past events: Hispanic Heritage event will be on Friday, September 19, 2025, at
12:00pm. The MLK Jr. Community Center will be having its annual Hispanic Heritage program
celebrating the rich culture with dance, music, food, and entertainment. The event was well attended
with dancers from Office of Cultural Affairs, lessons about rich history, the food and giveaways
provided by PNC Bank, and fun for all. We were highlighted in the news about the event on channel
4.

The upcoming events are Harambee Festival which will take place on Saturday, October 25, 2025, at
10.00am. This is an annual community-based educational and cultural event that was created in the
early 1970's as an alternative celebration to Halloween. The objective was to organize a celebration
that would provide a positive, cultural experience for children, youth and adults. Harambee is an East
African Swahili word meaning Unity. Treat the Building will take place on Friday, October 31, 2025.
MLK Jr. Community Center will be having this annual event for the ChildCare Group of little scholars
and the community. Treat the Building will take place on Friday, October 31, 2025, at 10am. This
event is an annual event for the ChildCare Group and community. Day of Dignity will take place on
Saturday, November 1, 2025, at 10:00am. Day of Dignity is a day of service and opportunity for
Islamic Relief USA volunteers to provide essential services to communities in need.
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ADJOURNMENT
Chair Brown-Trimble called for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Vice Chair Drake made the motion
and Board Member Moss seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 7:38 p.m.

Drafted by:

~~LaRhonda Bacon\~~ -P-ri-n-te_d_n_a_m_e _

".gt.a.L,I% r215
ignature Date

Clara Brown-Trimble; Chair
MLK Advisory Board

Attachment:
MLK Advisory Board-20251020 2335-1

Recording link:
https://dal lascityhal I.webex.com/webappng/sites/dal lascityhal l/recording/58ed33e8903 b I 03eafe72244c8adb70b/playback
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