
City of Dallas

1500 Marilla Street, 4EN 
Dallas, Texas 75201

Judicial Nominating Commission
May 18, 2026 

5:30 PM

Bilierae Johnson
Stamp

Bilierae Johnson
Stamp



May 18, 2026Judicial Nominating Commission

The Judicial Nominating Commission meeting will be held by videoconference and in 1500 Marilla Street- 
4EN Dallas, Tx 75201, Location at City Hall. Individuals who wish to listen to the meeting, may participate 
by video by joining Meeting link:

https://dallascityhall.webex.com/dallascityhall/j.php?MTID=mec40a82d500ec675101f6c221a253bd2

A video stream of the meeting will be available twenty-four (24) hours after adjournment by visiting 
https://dallascityhall.com/government/Pages/Live.aspx.

Call to Order

MINUTES

1. Approval of the April 29, 2026, Judicial Nominating Commission Minutes26-1753A

MinutesAttachments:

BRIEFING/ACTION ITEMS

A. Review and make recommendations on the salary structure for municipal 

judges

[Nina Arias, Director, Human Resources, Dominique Artis, Chief of Public 

Safety, City Manager’s Office]

26-1754A

MemorandumAttachments:
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Adjournment

https://cityofdallas.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=24896
https://cityofdallas.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=bb5e7b80-fce4-4a21-9ccd-157dad70e135.pdf
https://cityofdallas.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=24897
https://cityofdallas.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=959a97ee-ebda-495d-9ded-9e13a8571b52.pdf
https://dallascityhall.webex.com/wbxmjs/joinservice/sites/dallascityhall/meeting/download/6af56fa3477b43b98316662e8c748118?MTID=mec40a82d500ec675101f6c221a253bd2
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Handgun Prohibition Notice for Meetings of Governmental Entities

"Pursuant to Section 30.06, Penal Code (trespass by license holder with a concealed handgun), 

a person licensed under Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code (handgun licensing law), 

may not enter this property with a concealed handgun."

"De acuerdo con la sección 30.06 del código penal (ingreso sin autorización de un titular de una 

licencia con una pistol oculta), una persona con licencia según el subcapítulo h, capítulo 411, 

código del gobierno (ley sobre licencias para portar pistolas), no puede ingresar a esta 

propiedad con una pistola oculta."

"Pursuant to Section 30.07, Penal Code (trespass by license holder with an openly carried 

handgun), a person licensed under Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code (handgun 

licensing law), may not enter this property with a handgun that is carried openly."

"De acuerdo con la sección 30.07 del código penal (ingreso sin autorización de un titular de una 

licencia con una pistola a la vista), una persona con licencia según el subcapítulo h, capítulo 411, 

código del gobierno (ley sobre licencias para portar pistolas), no puede ingresar a esta 

propiedad con una pistola a la vista."

"Pursuant to Section 46.03, Penal Code (places weapons prohibited), a person may not carry a 

firearm or other weapon into any open meeting on this property."

"De conformidad con la Sección 46.03, Código Penal (coloca armas prohibidas), una persona 

no puede llevar un arma de fuego u otra arma a ninguna reunión abierta en esta propriedad."
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EXECUTIVE SESSION NOTICE

A closed executive session may be held if the discussion of any of the above agenda items 

concerns one of the following:

1. seeking the advice of its attorney about pending or contemplated litigation, settlement 

offers, or any matter in which the duty of the attorney to the City Council under the Texas 

Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State Bar of Texas clearly conflicts 

with the Texas Open Meetings Act.  [Tex. Govt. Code § 551.071]

2. deliberating the purchase, exchange, lease, or value of real property if deliberation in an

open meeting would have a detrimental effect on the position of the city in negotiations 

with a third person.  [Tex. Govt. Code § 551.072]

3. deliberating a negotiated contract for a prospective gift or donation to the city if 

deliberation in an open meeting would have a detrimental effect on the position of the 

city in negotiations with a third person. [Tex. Govt. Code § 551.073]

4. deliberating the appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline, 

or dismissal of a public officer or employee; or to hear a complaint or charge against an 

officer or employee unless the officer or employee who is the subject of the deliberation 

or hearing requests a public hearing.  [Tex. Govt. Code     § 551.074]

5. deliberating the deployment, or specific occasions for implementation, of security 

personnel or devices.  [Tex. Govt. Code § 551.076]

6. discussing or deliberating commercial or financial information that the city has received 

from a business prospect that the city seeks to have locate, stay or expand in or near the

city and with which the city is conducting economic development negotiations; or 

deliberating the offer of a financial or other incentive to a business prospect.  [Tex Govt . 

Code § 551.087]

7. deliberating security assessments or deployments relating to information resources 

technology, network security information, or the deployment or specific occasions for 

implementations of security personnel, critical infrastructure, or security devices.  [ Tex 

Govt. Code § 551.089]

8. deliberating cybersecurity measures, policies, or contracts solely intended to protect a 

critical infrastructure facility.  [Tex. Gov’t Code § 551.0761]
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Dallas City Boards and Commissions 

Agenda Meeting Minutes 
 

The Judicial Nominating Commission meetings are recorded.  Agenda materials are available online at www.dallascityhall.com.  
Recordings may be reviewed/copied by contacting the Judicial Nominating Commission Coordinator at (214) 671-5265. 

 
    
Meeting Date: Monday, April 29, 2026 Convened: 5:37 P.M. Adjourned: 9:06 P.M. 

 
JNC Board Members Present: JNC Board Members Absent: 
Matthew McDougal, Chair, District 15 Cristina Puga, District 3 
Lauren Black, District 1 Craig Alan Carrillo, District 4 
Juan R Olivo, District 2 Barbara Clay, District 9 
Anthony Lyons, District 5  
Scott D Harvel, District 6  
Sara Martinez, District 7  
Catrina B Johnson, District 8  
Janice S. Bloom, District 11 Staff Members Present 
Carrie Chavez, District 12 Karen Gonzalez, Management Analyst/ Coordinator 
Andrea M. Brown, District 13 Preston Robinson, Administrative Judge 
Carl Ginsberg, District 14 Rodney Patten, Assistant City Attorney V 
  

 
AGENDA:  
 
CALL TO ORDER (5:37 P.M.) 
 
MINUTES 
 

1. Approval of April 29, 2026, Minutes 
 

Action Taken/Committee Recommendation(s):   
A motion was made to approve April 29, 2026, Minutes. 

 

Motion made by: Sara Martinez, District 7 Motion Seconded by: Juan R Olivo, District 2 
Item passed unanimously:  Item passed on a divided vote:  
Item failed unanimously:  Item failed on a divided vote:  

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 

A. Review of Full-time Municipal Judges including the Administrative Judge and Associate Judge 
Positions 

 
• Pursuant to Section 551.074 of Texas Open Meeting Act, Texas Government Code, to 

deliberate the possible appointment and employment of Municipal Judge positions 
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ACTION ITEMS 
 

B. Selection of Recommendations for Full-time Municipal Judge including the 
Administrative Judge and Associate Judge positions 

       Presenter(s): Matthew McDougal, Chair  
       Information Only:  

 

 
Action Taken/Committee Recommendation(s):   
The JNC has ranked in order of preference and recommends to the Ad Hoc Judicial Nominating 
Committee (3) three candidates for Administrative Judge, (15) fifteen candidates for full-time Municipal 
Judge, and (20) twenty candidates for Associate Judge.  

Administrative Judge Candidates  
The Ad Hoc Judicial Nomination Committee may recommend (1) one of the following candidates for 
Administrative Judge. 

1. Hyattye Simmons 
2. Robinson Jr, Preston  
3. James LaMarca 

 
Full- time Municipal Judge Candidates  
The Ad Hoc Judicial Nomination Committee may recommend (15) fifteen of the following candidates for 
full-time Municipal Judge. 

1. Mark Murrell 
2. Manuel Haddad 
3. Kristen Kramer 
4. Marcia Tillman 
5. Brandy Mitchell 
6. Emily Worland 
7. Amy Gray 
8. Demetrius Blacklock 
9. Tonya Goffney 
10.  Amar Thakrar 
11.  Kevin Brooks 
12.  Desmond Cooks 
13.  Edward Jhonson 
14.  Andrew Novak 
15.  Jamie Young 

 
Associate Judge Candidates 
The Ad Hoc Judicial Nomination Committee may recommend (20) twenty of the following candidates for 
Associate Judge. 

1. Melodee Armstrong 

Motion made by: Carrie Chavez, District 12 Motion Seconded by: Scott D Harvel, District 6 
Item passed unanimously:  Item passed on a divided vote:  
Item failed unanimously:  Item failed on a divided vote:  
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2. Lynn Richardson 
3. Jamie Young 
4. Kevin Brooks 
5. Ashley Moreno 
6.  Amy Gray 
7.  Daniel McDonald 
8.  Alan Rich 
9.  Erane LaSusa 
10.  Stephanie Neal 
11.  Lana Byrne 
12.  Ashlei Gradney 
13.  Desmond Cooks 
14.  Sandra White 
15.  Christina Jump 
16.  McClalland 
17.  Erin Jackson 
18.  Stephen McFayden 
19.  Darice Shaw 
20.  Helen Arizor 

 
ADJOURNMENT (9:06 P.M) 
 

 
APPROVED BY:  ATTESTED BY: 
   

 
 
 

Matthew McDougal, Chair 
Judicial Nominating Commission 

 Karen Gonzalez, Coordinator 
Judicial Nominating Commission 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Memorandum

DATE May 18, 2026 CITY OF DALLAS 

TO Honorable Members of the Judicial Nominating Commission 

SUBJECT  Salary Information for Municipal Judges 

“Service First, Now!” 
Connect – Collaborate – Communicate 

Dallas City Code Section 13-5.2(a)(3) provides that the Judicial Nominating Commission 
(JNC) shall review and make a recommendation to the Ad Hoc Committee on Judicial 
Nominations on the salary structure for municipal judges.  

City staff evaluated comparable market salary data for administrative judge and municipal 
judges. The chart below provides the analysis and a recommendation based on market 
data: 

Municipal Judge 

City Minimum  Midpoint  Maximum  Actual 
Average 

City of Austin MISC MISC MISC $166,804.35 
City of Fort Worth $93,574.00 $121,646.00 $149,719.00 $140,981.00 
City of Houston $104,364.00 $154,934.00 $205,504.00 $157,320.00 
City of Plano $114,473.00 $143,091.00 $171,709.00 $146,787.24 
City of San Antonio MISC MISC MISC $123,216.00 
Oklahoma City, OK MISC MISC MISC $137,202.48 
City of Midland, TX MISC MISC MISC $135,856.00 
City of Irving MISC MISC MISC $183,912.00 
City of Dallas MISC MISC MISC $144,200.00 
Market Averages (COD is not included): $149,009.88 
Recommendation: $150,000.00 

Administrative Judge 

City Minimum  Midpoint  Maximum  Actual 
Average 

City of Austin MISC MISC MISC $192,308.48 
City of Fort Worth MISC MISC MISC $190,000.00 
City of Houston MISC MISC MISC $210,104.96 
City of Plano MISC MISC MISC $196,999.99 
City of San Antonio MISC MISC MISC $177,216.26 
City of Irving MISC MISC MISC $220,692.00 
City of Dallas MISC MISC MISC $159,650.00 
Market Averages (COD is not included): $197,886.95 
Recommendation: $200,000.00 
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Should you have any questions or need additional information please contact Nina Arias, 
Director of Human Resources at nina.arias@dallas.gov. 

Service First, Now! 

c: 

Dominique Artis 
Chief of Public Safety 

Kimberly Bizor Tolbert, City Manager 
Bertram Vandenberg, City Attorney (I)  
Mamatha Sparks, City Auditor (I) 
Bilierae Johnson, City Secretary 
Preston Robinson, Administrative Judge 
 Baron Eliason, Inspector General (I) 

Dev Rastogi, Assistant City Manager 
M. Elizabeth (Liz) Cedillo-Pereira, Assistant City Manager
Alina Ciocan, Assistant City Manager
Robin Bentley, Assistant City Manager
Jack Ireland, Chief Financial Officer
Ahmad Goree, Chief of Staff to the City Manager
John Johnson, Chief of Real Estate
Directors and Assistant Directors 

mailto:nina.arias@dallas.gov
Karen Gonzalez
Cross-Out
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