
Urban Forest Task Force

Emerald Ash Borer 
(EAB)

Environmental and 
Sustainability  

June 6, 2022

Sarah Standifer
Assistant Director 

Dallas Water Utilities

Renee Johnson
Assistant Director

Park and Recreation



Presentation Overview

• Status Update
• Emerald Ash Borer Identification
• Ash Tree Identification 
• Action Plan 
• Next Steps 
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Status Update

• Texas A&M Forest Service (TFS) notified the City of 
confirmed presence of Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) 
within Dallas city limits and western Dallas County 

• City Council notified May 19th of confirmation 
• TFS, Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) and the 

City initiated respective EAB Action Plans 
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Emerald Ash Borer (EAB)

The emerald ash borer (Agrilus planipennis) is a destructive, 
non‐native, wood‐boring, pest of ash trees (Fraxinus spp.). 
Native to Asia, the emerald ash borer beetle (EAB) was 
unknown in North America until its discovery in southeast 
Michigan in 2002. All native ash species are susceptible to 
attack. Ash trees with low population densities of EAB often 
have few or no external symptoms of infestation. EAB is a 
significant threat to urban, suburban, and rural forests as it 
kills both stressed and healthy ash trees. EAB is very 
aggressive and ash trees may die within two or three years 
after they become infested.
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Ash Tree Identification
• Ash trees represent 

approximately 5% of the 
DFW Metroplex, according 
to TFS

• As a preservation strategy, 
treatment of ash trees will 
be considered when: 

• 24” or larger in diameter 
and in good condition or a 
grove of good condition ash

• Removals will occur when 
infestation is present or 
condition of the tree poses 
a public safety risk
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I think I have an Ash Tree, now what?
• Contact an ISA Certified Arborist for an inspection of a tree

Contact information to locate these services can be found at  the 
International Society of Arboriculture’s Trees Are Good website, 
www.treesaregood.org,and can be searched by state, city or postal code

• Based on recommendations, options available may include:
1. Treat the tree.  A prescribed injection of Emamectin Benzoate (EB) can 

be applied by a licensed TDA Commercial Applicator, or other 
recommended product.  These products work to neutralize feeding 
larvae and/or adult beetles and provides protection that may require 
additional treatment after 2 years.

2. Remove and replace the tree.  If the tree is in advanced stages of 
decline, treatment may not be a practical solution.  In this option, the 
host source is removed, and the spread of EAB slows in the local area.

• Trees provide an abundance of benefits to the local ecosystem 
and community.  If a tree is removed, replacement is strongly 
recommended.  An ISA Certified Arborist can recommend a 
well-suited native replacement or residents can research 
replacements at: 

http://texastreeid.tamu.edu/content/listOfTrees/

6

http://www.treesaregood.org/
http://texastreeid.tamu.edu/content/listOfTrees/


EAB Action Plan
• To date, TFS and TDA 

have: 
Implemented quarantine 

for Dallas County: 
• No untreated wood, 

wood debris or 
firewood can be 
moved outside the 
quarantined area(s) 
without treatment

Provided ongoing EAB trap 
monitoring for over 20 
locations in Dallas County 
Continued to provide 

technical assistance and 
participate in agency 
technical meetings
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EAB Action Plan
To date, the City has 
initiated the EAB Action 
Plan to manage, respond 
to, and provide 
coordination of EAB efforts 
within the city limits: 
 Determine infestation 

boundaries with TFS
 Initiate marketing, 

education and 
outreach activities in 
cooperation with TFS 
and TDA

 Update EAB Action 
Plan to include 
quarantine 
requirements
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EAB Action Plan 

• Action and response activities 
Focused marketing, outreach and education efforts, in 

cooperation with TFS, TDA and partners/stakeholders
• Forestry website 
• Media releases, social media, and public 

outreach to community groups, neighborhood 
associations and park partners

• Ongoing staff and public presentations 
• Staff training
• Arborist School
• Community Forester Academy 
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EAB Action Plan 

 Begin the assessment of ash trees throughout 
the City:

• Condition and specific location of significant ash trees 
and ash groves

• 24” and larger, in good condition
• Grove of good condition, diverse ash 
• Removal of infected ash or pose a public safety issue

 Contract for treatment and removals 
• Initial FY22 and FY23 cost estimate - $470,000 
• Does not include any associated landfill charges
• Concurrent with assessment   
• Present agenda item to establish multi-year fund for FY22 

and FY23 in June, potentially August
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EAB Action Plan 

Initiate amendments to City Code, Article X 
• Summer 2022: ZOAC and CPC 
• Late Summer 2022 to Early Fall 2022: City Council 

consideration 
• Necessary to address protected status and 

removals, as needed for infestation
• Plan and implement containment actions: 

• Consider debris treatment and off-site mulching for 
public and private entities 

• Determine location and any appropriate zoning or 
certificate of occupancy needs
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Next Steps 
• Continue working with TFS 

and TDA to monitor EAB 
populations

• Increase marketing, 
awareness and 
education for  staff and 
public

• Initiate treatment of 
significant ash trees

• Perform limited removal 
of ash

• Infected ash or poses 
a public safety issue

12



Next Steps 

• Present amendments to Article X for consideration
• Present funding agenda item for consideration 
• Finalize plans for containment site for City and 

public disposal 
• Continue tree plantings to increase diversity and 

replace lost tree canopy
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Appendix – Marketing and 
Outreach Material
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Appendix – Marketing and 
Outreach Material
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Appendix – Marketing and 
Outreach Material
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Appendix – Marketing and 
Outreach Material
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Appendix – Related Links

• City Forestry:
dallascityhall.com/projects/forestry/Pages/home.aspx

• Texas A&M Forest Service:
tfsweb.tamu.edu/EAB/

• Texas Department of Agriculture:
www.texasagriculture.gov/RegulatoryPrograms/PlantQuali
ty/PestandDiseaseAlerts/EmeraldAshBorer.aspx

• Find an arborist: www.treesaregood.org
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Questions? 

Urban Forest Task Force-Technical Team
CODForestry@dallascityhall.com
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