
 Memorandum 

 

 

 

  
 

DATE October 11, 2024 CITY OF DALLAS 

TO 
Honorable Chair and Committee Members of the Workforce, Education, and Equity Committee
  
 

SUBJECT Update on Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration Week Planning  
 

“Service First, Now!” 

Connect – Collaborate – Communicate 

The purpose of this memo is to provide an update on planning for the 2025 Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Celebration Week, including events and awards gala. 

This year’s events commemorate the 43rd annual celebration of Dr. King’s legacy. The 
theme of this year’s celebration week, as selected by the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Community Center Advisory Board, is "The Unfinished Agenda of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr.: Where do we go now?". This theme will advise all planning, speaker topics, and the 
scholarship prompt.  

Planning for the week’s events is currently underway, with a tentative schedule of events 
included below. Due to the fact that Inauguration Day is scheduled for January 20, 2025, 
which is Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, staff and the Advisory Board together have decided 
to hold the traditional parade on Saturday, January 18th, rather than on Monday, January 
20th, as in years past. Additionally, the Gala and several other events will be held the 
weekend prior, due to capacity considerations for all involved.            

Celebration Week Schedule of Events: 

Friday 1/10/2025       Candle Lighting Ceremony 

Saturday 1/11/2025     MLK Fest + MLK Gala 

Tuesday 1/14/2025     Day of Reflection 

Wednesday 1/15/2025   Job Fair 

Thursday 1/16/2025     Youth Event 

Friday 1/17/2025       Equity Symposium 

Saturday 1/18/2025     Parade 

As planning continues, staff will provide additional updates. If you have any questions, 
please contact myself or Office of Community Care and Empowerment Director Jessica 
Galleshaw @ 214-670-5113 or Jessica.Galleshaw@dallas.gov.  
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Sincerely, 

 
M. Elizabeth (Liz) Cedillo-Pereira 

Assistant City Manager  

 
Kimberly Bizor Tolbert, City Manager (I) 

Tammy Palomino, City Attorney  

Mark Swann, City Auditor 

Bilierae Johnson, City Secretary 

Preston Robinson, Administrative Judge 

Dominique Artis, Chief of Public Safety (I) 

Dev Rastogi, Assistant City Manager 

Alina Ciocan, Assistant City Manager  

Donzell Gipson, Assistant City Manager (I) 

Robin Bentley, Assistant City Manager (I) 

Jack Ireland, Chief Financial Officer 

Elizabeth Saab, Chief of Strategy, Engagement, and Alignment (I) 

Directors and Assistant Directors 

 
 

 

 

 


