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STRATEGIC PRIORITY:  Government Performance and Financial Management

AGENDA DATE: September 18, 2019
COUNCIL DISTRICT(S): N/A
DEPARTMENT: Office of Budget
EXECUTIVE: Elizabeth Reich
SUBJECT

An ordinance amending Chapter 2, “Administration,” by amending Sections 2-37.12 and 2-105, and
Articles XVI and XXVI-a (1) changing the name of the Department of Communication and Information
Services to the Department of Information and Technology Services; and (2) changing the name of
the Office of Cultural Affairs to the Office of Arts and Culture, effective October 1, 2019 - Financing:
No cost consideration to the City

BACKGROUND

During FY 2018-19, the City Manager's Office reviewed the names of the Department of
Communication and Information Services and the Office of Cultural Affairs and determined the names
did not accurately reflect the primary functions of the departments. The name change to the
Department of Information and Technology Services would clearly indicate the primary function of the
department is information technology (IT). The use of Communication in a name is more commonly
associated with public relations services and most common department names for IT services
include the name technology. Additionally, the Dallas Cultural Plan 2018, unanimously adopted by
the City Council on November 28, 2018, identifies actionable steps to strengthen and improve access
to the City’s tremendous artistic and cultural assets. Companion legislation adopted along with the
Cultural Plan, in part, changed the name of the Cultural Affairs Commission to the Arts and Culture
Advisory Commission. This action will align the Office of Arts and Culture with the Commission’s new
name and more effectively communicate each entity’s role to the residents of Dallas, a priority
identified in the Cultural Plan.

PRIOR ACTION/REVIEW (COUNCIL, BOARDS, COMMISSIONS)

City Council was briefed on the City Manager’s Proposed Budget on August 13, 2019.

FISCAL INFORMATION

No cost consideration to the City.
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