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STRATEGIC PRIORITY: Quality of Life

AGENDA DATE: September 23, 2020

COUNCIL DISTRICT(S): All

DEPARTMENT: Library

EXECUTIVE: Joey Zapata

______________________________________________________________________

SUBJECT

Authorize the (1) acceptance of three grants from the Institute of Museum and Library Service
through the Texas State Library and Archives Commission (TSLAC) for the State Fiscal Year (SFY)
2021 TSLAC Cares-Cycle 1 (Grant No. CAR1-21010/Federal ID No. LS-246561-OLS-20, CFDA No.
45.310) in the amount of $42,484.00 for the period April 21, 2020 to August 31, 2021, SFY 2021
TSLAC Special Projects (Grant No. SPP-21004/Federal ID No. LS-2461930OLS-20, CFDA No.
45.310) in the amount of $75,000.00 for the period September 1, 2020 to August 31, 2021, and SFY
2021 TSLAC Texas Reads (Grant No. TTXR-21004/Federal ID No. LS-2461930OLS-20, CFDA No.
45.310) in the amount of $9,500.00 for the period September 1, 2020 to August 31, 2021; (2)
establishment of appropriations in an amount not to exceed $42,484.00 in FY2020 TSLAC Cares-
Cycle 1 Fund, $75,000.00 in TSLAC Special Projects 2021 Fund, and $9,500.00 in TSLAC Texas
Reads 2021 Fund; (3) receipt and deposit of grant funds in an amount not to exceed $42,484.00 for
reimbursement from TSLAC in 2021 TSLAC Cares-Cycle 1 Fund, $75,000.00 in TSLAC Special
Projects 2021Fund, and $9,500.00 in TSLAC Texas Reads 2021 Fund; and (4) execution of the grant
agreements and all terms, conditions, and documents required by the grant agreement - Total not to
exceed $126,984.00 - Financing: Texas State Library and Archives Commission Grant Funds

BACKGROUND

Texas State Library and Archives Commission (TSLAC) awards competitive grants to libraries and
regional library systems across the state to support literacy and educational initiatives. The Dallas
Public Library is the recipient of three such grants from TSLAC.

The FY 2020 TSLAC Cares-Cycle1 Grant will build on the success of the FY20 hotspot lending
program. The grant will enable the purchase of computing equipment and accessories to pair with
hotspots for lending. Combining a means for internet access and the technology to utilize it will
enable Dallas residents to participate in work skills training, school study, and entertainment that
might otherwise go unconnected.

The TSLAC Special Projects 2021 Grant will engage teenagers with technology they won’t have
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The TSLAC Special Projects 2021 Grant will engage teenagers with technology they won’t have
access to in their homes and schools. The project specifically targets students ages 12-16 in two
economically depressed neighborhoods in Dallas. Through hands-on STEM projects with real-world
applications, the library will provide them with the opportunity to gain 21st century skills and perhaps
discover a talent or interest that could lead to a future career. The Special Projects grant will allow the
library to hire a staff person dedicated to this effort as well as purchase the types of advanced
equipment that is out of reach for current budgets.

The TSLAC Texas Reads 2021 Grant will develop regular programming for individuals with memory-
impaired older adults and caretakers. Grant funds would be used to develop adult storytime kits in
partnership with the Alzheimer’s Association, so high quality evidence-based programming can be
reproduced easily throughout the library system. Developing library programming for memory-
impaired older adults and their caretakers would provide free opportunities for engagement close to
their homes.

PRIOR ACTION/REVIEW (COUNCIL, BOARDS, COMMISSIONS)

On September 27, 2017, City Council authorized the acceptance and execution of the Special
Projects Grant Program from the Institute of Museum and Library Service through the TSLAC by
Resolution No. 17-1543.

On September 26, 2018, City Council authorized the acceptance and execution of the Special
Projects Grant Program from the Museum and Library Service through the TSLAC by Resolution No.
18-1366.

On October 8, 2019, City Council authorized the acceptance and execution of the Special Projects
Grant Program from the Museum and Library Service through the TSLAC by Resolution No. 19-1409.

FISCAL INFORMATION

Fund FY 2020 FY 2021 Future Years

Texas State Library and Archives
Commission Grant Funds

$42,484.00 $84,500.00 $0.00
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