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STRATEGIC PRIORITY: Quality of Life

AGENDA DATE: December 9, 2020

COUNCIL DISTRICT(S): 1, 2, 6, 7, 9, 14

DEPARTMENT: Office of Arts and Culture

EXECUTIVE: Joey Zapata

______________________________________________________________________

SUBJECT

Authorize a contract for expenditures related to COVID-19 which include but are not limited to
medical and protective supplies, capital expenditures, training, social distancing equipment, and
related expenses with (1) Anita N. Martinez Ballet Folklorico, Inc. in an amount not to exceed of
$17,658.00; (2) Big Thought in an amount not to exceed of $25,000.00; (3) Creative Arts Center of
Dallas in an amount not to exceed of $10,841; (4) Dallas Children’s Theater in an amount not to
exceed of $50,000.00; (5) Dallas Holocaust and Human Rights Museum in an amount not to exceed
of $50,000.00; (6) Perot Museum of Nature and Science in an amount not to exceed of $50,000.00;
(7) TeCo Theatrical Productions, Inc. d/b/a Bishop Arts Theatre Center in an amount not to exceed of
$28,946.00; (8) The Shakespeare Festival of Dallas in an amount not to exceed of $25,539.00; (9)
Theatre Three, Inc. in an amount not to exceed of $21,855.00; (10) Undermain Theatre in an amount
not to exceed of $11,149.00; (11) Kitchen Dog Theater Company in an amount not to exceed of
$11,141.00; (12) The Writer’s Garret in an amount not to exceed of $10,629.00; (13) The Black
Academy of Arts and Letters, Inc. in an amount not to exceed of $3,791.00, for the period from March
1, 2020 through December 30, 2020 - Total not to exceed $316,549.00 - Financing: U.S. Department
of Treasury - Coronavirus Relief Funds

BACKGROUND

The Cultural Organizations Program (COP) provides funding for cultural services with established
Dallas-based non-profit cultural organizations to support an array of programs that include concerts,
plays, exhibitions, performances, workshops, and other cultural services, including virtual cultural
services, over a twelve-month period. In October 2020, City Council approved contracts with 34
organizations through COP; these partners typically serve over 4 million audience members annually.

In October 2020, City Council approved expenditures of Coronavirus Relief Funds to improve and
equip City-owned cultural venues for necessary costs due to COVID-19, including approximately $1
million for City-owned, partner-managed cultural facilities.

In order to continue advancing the Dallas Cultural Plan 2018 priorities of Equity and a Sustainable
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In order to continue advancing the Dallas Cultural Plan 2018 priorities of Equity and a Sustainable
Arts Ecosystem, and to enable operation during the COVID-19 pandemic in accordance with their
obligations to provide cultural services under the FY 2020-21 Cultural Organizations Program (COP)
contracts, additional funding has been identified for thirteen COP organizations that manage and/or
operate their own cultural venues across Dallas.

These 13 contracts are for City Council consideration in order to expedite expenditure of the funds in
accordance with Federal guidelines for acquisition and distribution of medical and protective supplies,
capital expenditures (i.e. COVID-related facility improvements such as touchless toilets, sinks, paper
towel dispensers, Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning system updates etc.), training, social
distancing equipment, and related expenses. The expenditure of the funds is based on CRF eligibility
beginning March 1, 2020 and must be expended no later than December 30, 2020.

Recommended allocations to COP organizations were based on 25% of the FY 2020-2021 COP
contract award, or $50,000.00 for cultural venues with a footprint of over 50,000 square feet or more.
The organizations then submitted budgets to Office of Art and Culture for qualified expenses to
ensure ability to spend by the December 30, 2020 deadline for CARES funding.

PRIOR ACTION/REVIEW (COUNCIL, BOARDS, COMMISSIONS)

On April 22, 2020, City Council authorized the acceptance of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security Act (CARES Act), Coronavirus Relief Funds (CRF) to aid the COVID-19 response
throughout the City by Resolution No. 20-0644.

City Council was briefed on Budget Workshop: Update on COVID-19, FY20 & Upcoming Biennial
Budgets on June 17, 2020.

On September 23, 2020, City Council authorized contracts to non-profit cultural organizations that
hold agreements to manage or operate City-owned cultural venues for reimbursement of expenses
for medical and protective supplies related to ensuring public health during COVID-19, by Resolution
No. 20-1429.

The Arts and Culture Advisory Commission was briefed on CARES funding for COP partners on
November 19, 2020.

FISCAL INFORMATION

Fund FY 2021 FY 2022 Future Years

U.S. Department of Treasury - Coronavirus Relief
Funds

$316,549.00 $0.00 $0.00
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Council District Amount

1 $  28,946.00
2 $133,137.00
6 $  21,770.00
7 $  10,841.00
9 $  50,000.00
14 $  71,855.00

Total $316,549.00

OWNERS

Anita N. Martinez Ballet Folklorico, Inc.

Lisa Mesa-Rogers, Executive Director

Big Thought

Byron Sanders, President and Chief Executive Officer

Creative Arts Center of Dallas

Diana Pollak, Executive Director

Dallas Holocaust and Human Rights Museum

Mary Pat Higgins, Museum President and Chief Executive Officer

Perot Museum of Nature and Science

Linda Silver, Ed. D., Eugene McDermott Chief Executive Officer

TeCo Theatrical Productions, Inc. d/b/a/ Bishop Arts Theatre Center

Teresa Coleman Wash, Executive Artistic Director, Founder

The Shakespeare Festival of Dallas

Raphael Parry, Executive & Artistic Director

Theatre Three, Inc.

Charlie Beavers, Executive Director

Undermain Theatre

Bruce Dubose, Founder & Producing Artistic Director
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Kitchen Dog Theater

Tim Johnson, Managing Director

The Writer’s Garret

Aaron Glover, Executive Director

The Black Academy of Arts and Letters, Inc.

Curtis King, Founder/President
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