


Statement of Request:  

Alcohol Variance to the Spacing Requirements from a Public School 

 

This request is being made to allow a variance for a general merchandise or food store 
10,000 square feet or greater located within 300 feet (property line to property line 
measurement) of a DISD public school, Annie Webb Blanton Elementary, located at 8915 
Greenmound Avenue. 

The general merchandise or food store is located at 9009 Bruton Road, will be 
approximately 15,000 square feet of floor area, and doing business as La Michoacana 
Supermarket (“La Michoacana”). The requested TABC license is for a BQ Wine and Beer 
Retail Dealer’s Off-Premise Permit.  This will allow La Michoacana to sell beer and wine to 
customers for take-away as a component of the grocery store.  No on-premise consumption 
of alcohol is proposed with this business and variance request. 

 La Michoacana Meat Market is a family-founded Hispanic supermarket chain 
established in Houston, Texas in 1986, now operating approximately 170 locations across 
Texas with a focus on fresh meats, prepared foods, and authentic Mexican products. As the 
largest, independent Hispanic supermarket chain in the United States, the company has a 
longstanding commitment to serving diverse communities throughout Texas, including the 
Dallas area. 

The front door of the grocery store faces Bruton Road and the store is part of the 
Bruton Terrace Shopping Center.  The shopping center does not directly face the elementary 
school, and a row of single family homes physically separates the shopping center from the 
school, which provides a meaningful buffer between these non-residential uses.   

Granting this variance is in the best interest of the community and consistent with the 
purposes the spacing requirement was designed to serve. The distance regulation exists to 
protect students from exposure to alcohol-oriented businesses — a concern that is not 
meaningfully present here. The functional relationship between this grocery store and the 
nearby school is no different than that of any supermarket operating in proximity to a 
residential neighborhood. 

La Michoacana will bring a quality grocery option to a neighborhood that has limited 
access to fresh food, create local employment, and contribute to the City's tax base — all 
within an existing commercial center. Notably, the requested permit is for off-premise sales 
only — beer and wine — with no on-site consumption permitted.  Denying the variance would 
not make the school safer; it would simply prevent a family-oriented grocery store from 
offering the same products available at other full-service supermarkets in Dallas. 
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