
 
 
LANDMARK COMMISSION June 1, 2026 
 
FILE NUMBER: COA-26-000204                          
LOCATION: 5908 Swiss Ave 
STRUCTURE: Contributing                                            
 
 

PLANNER: Christina Paress 
DATE FILED: April 23, 2026 
DISTRICT: Swiss Ave (H-1) 
ZONING: PD-68 
 

 
APPLICANT: Aaron Trecartin 
 
REPRESENTATIVE: N/A 
 
OWNER: Benjamin Harms 
 
REQUEST(S): 
 
A Certificate of Appropriateness to install patio doors at existing window opening of accessory 
structure.  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the request to install patio doors at existing window opening of accessory structure be 
approved in accordance with drawings and specifications dated 6/1/2026. The proposed work 
will not be seen from the public right-of-way, will not have an adverse effect on the district and is, 
therefore, consistent with preservation criteria Sec. 51P-63.116(1)(A); meets the standards in City 
Code Section 51-4.501(g)(6)(C)(ii) for noncontributing structures; and the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. 
 
TASK FORCE RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the request to install patio doors at existing window opening of accessory structure be 
approved as submitted. 
 
BACKGROUND / HISTORY: 
 
N/A 
 
RELEVANT PRESERVATION CRITERIA: 
 
1. Swiss Avenue Historic District (H-11); Ordinance No. 18563 

 
2. Secretary of the Interior’s Standards/Guidelines for Rehabilitation (District / 

Neighborhood) 
• Recommended: Identifying, retaining, and preserving features of the building site that are 

important in defining its overall historic character. Site features may include walls, fences, 

  
 



or steps; circulation systems, such as walks, paths or roads; vegetation, such as trees, 
shrubs, grass, orchards, hedges, windbreaks, or gardens; landforms, such as hills, 
terracing, or berms; furnishings and fixtures, such as light posts or benches; decorative 
elements, such as sculpture, statuary, or monuments; water features, including fountains, 
streams, pools, lakes, or irrigation ditches; and subsurface archeological resources, other 
cultural or religious features, or burial grounds which are also important to the site. 

• Not Recommended: Removing or substantially changing buildings and their features or 
site features which are important in defining the overall historic character of the property 
so that, as a result, the character is diminished. 

 
3. City Code Section 51A-4.501(g)(6)(C)(i): 

 
The landmark commission must grant the application if it determines that: 

(i)  for contributing structures, the proposed work is compatible with the 
historic overlay district. 

 
 
LOCATION MAPS 
5908 Swiss Ave 
Source: Google Maps 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CURRENT PHOTOS 
5908 Swiss Ave 

CONTEXT PHOTOS 
5908 Swiss Ave 

ATTACHMENTS: 
• Task Force Recommendation Form
• Current Drawings
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APPLICATION FOR 
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
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aaron@buildingblockdesign.comBuilding Block Design, LLC

04/22/26

LEGEND
existing to remain

existing to remain (above or beyond)

new construction

new construction (above or beyond)

ROOF PLAN
scale: 1/4" = 1'-0"

true
north

plan
north

50% of house depth
(skylights are permitted 
on rear 50% of roof)

Velux deck-mounted
fixed skylight with
interior shade, typ.
(shown as 21"x37 7/8")

13'-4 3/4"

8'-11 1/4"

8'-11 1/4"

8'-11 1/4"

note: coordinate these 
dimensions with the alignments 
shown on the floor plan.

existing slate 
tile roof, typ.



ACCESS. STRUCT. 
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aaron@buildingblockdesign.comBuilding Block Design, LLC

04/22/26

LEGEND
existing to remain

existing to remain (above or beyond)

new construction

new construction (above or beyond)

RIGHT SIDE ELEVATION (EXISTING)
scale: 1/4" = 1'-0"

RIGHT SIDE ELEVATION (PROPOSED)
scale: 1/4" = 1'-0"

window to be removed
& salvaged for future 
reuse

existing brick veneer
to remain, typ.

new patio doors
66"x80" (verify dimensions)
JELD-WEN Siteline Clad-Wood
with simulated divided lites
painted off-white to
match existing doors/windows

existing brick veneer
to remain, typ.

extents of wall opening
for new patio doors
(dashed lines) -
brick to be salvaged

A/C unit to be removedutilities
to be relocated

patch brick
veneer

PHOTO 1 (existing conditions)PHOTO 2 (existing conditions)
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